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The District of Midnapore. (Mednipur). 


A district in the Province of Orissa, but so 
long attached to Bengal, that it may be considered a 
component portion of the province. To the north it is 
hounded by the districts of Ramghur and Burdwan, to 
the south by various tributary zemindaries; to the 
east it has Burdwan, Hooghly, and the sea; and to the 
‘vest, tributary zemindaries and part of Ramghur. 
In 1784, in all its dimensions it contained 6102 square 
miles; but since the annexations from Burdwan and 
Hoogzhly, the total area is probably equal to 7300 


square miles, 


In 1501, the Collector was of opinion, that the 
cultivation of Midnapore had not improved or ex- 
tended since the first year of the Decennial settlement, 
afterwards rendered perpetual, which he attributed 
principally to a severe dearth in 1799, which carried off 
a considerable number of the inhabitants, At tbat 
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period no considerable agricultural improvements had’ 
taken place in any part of the country, while large 
tracts of land in the Pergannahbs of Jellasore and Mid- 
napore, chiefly near the jungle, which many recollec- 
ted to Lave been in high cultivation, were unoccu- 
pied, and had relapsed to a state of nature, The 
officer above-mentioned was also of opinion that two- 
thirds of the district consisted of jungle, the greater 
part inaccesible and unfit for cultivation, which app- 
ears inconsistent «vith the immense population,. 
(one million and «& half) assigned to the territory, 
both by himself and the Magistrate. The clearing of 
these jungles can ouly be effected by the inhabitants 
of them: as the people of the open country are averse 
to settle there, and very few of the jungle zemindars 
have the means of improving their estates. 


Some parts of these jungles are occupied by poogy 
miserable proscribed race of men called Sontals, 
despised on account of their low caste by the inhabis 
tants of the plain country, who would on no account 
allow any one of them to fix himself in their villages, 
The peasantry in the vicinity, by way of distinction, ! 
call, themselves good creditable people while they 
scarcely admit the Sontals within the pale of humanity; 
yet the latter are a mild, sober, industrious people and 
remarkable for sincerity and good faith, The zemin- 
dars give them no leases, yet on the whole treat them 
well; for such is their timidity that they fly on the F 
Jeast oppression, and are no more heard of, Notwith- 
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‘standing they hold their Jands on such easy terms, and 
scarcely ever have their verbal tenures violated, they 
are said to be naked, half-starved, and apparently in 
the lowest stage of human misery , a result we should 
not have expected from the character above assigned 
them. Their villages are generally situated 
between the cultivated plains and the thick jungles, 
in order that they may protect the crops of their 
more fortunate neighbours from deer and wild 
swine. In some instances they have been known 
to till their lands with considerable success, and raise 
good crops of rice and collie; but all that their vigilance 
can preserve from the ravages of wild beasts, is ex- 
torted from them by the rapacity of the money- 
lenders, To these miscreants, the Sontals, who have 
‘Dut a slender knowledge of the value of money, pay 
interest at the rate of 100 per cent for their food and 
nearly 150 per centum for their seed; so that when 
their crops are ready, little or nothing remains for 
themselves. 


The cultivation here is almost entirely increased 
by the increase of population, and is very little promo- 
ted by plans for the improvement of agriculture, or by 
revenue regulations, Waste and jungle land, if in a 
low situation and fit for rice, may be brought into 
cultivation in one season and the poorest man can 
undertake it. The class of men-labourers who work 
for hire is not very numerous, most of the land being 
tilled by the peasantry who pay the rent, The most 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


( 


valuable articles of agricultural produce are indigo, 
betel nut, and sugar ; but the plantations of the two: 
first do not consist of more than a few hundred bighas; 
the value of the sugar about fifty thousaud rupees, In 
1801, the produce of the rent-free lands was estimated 
at one-fifth of that subject to the Jand-tax which last, 
although let at the highest, is the best cultivated, In 
1814, the net Jumma, or land assessment to the 
revenue, was 1,491,240 rupees, and the Abkary or 
excise 10, 405 rupees. 

The manufactures of Midnapore are few, and: 
much declined in quantity from what they were a 
century ago, when the Europeans principally frequent- 
ed Balasore and Pipley., The inland commerce 
appears stationary, and there are no extensive com- 
mercial enterprizes carrying on, except by Europeans, 
the Company having much reduced their investinent. 
Some Sanaes are made in the district, and more are 
imported from the contiguous countries to the south 
and cast; plain gauze, adapted for the use of the 
country, are also woven, The European planters have 
introduced the cultivation of indigo, but the quantity 
exported has never been great, There are hardly any 
instances of the zemindars or others, of the very few 
who possess wealth, lending it out to individuals on 
interest, or vesting it in the Company’s funds, They 
prefer hiding it as their ancestors did before them. 
Merchants, and persons having commercial transac- 
tions with Calcutta, frequently have government paper 
to a considerable extent, 
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In this district there are several forts of mud and 
‘stone; but they are mow in a state of decay, They 
were built many yearsago, and intended for the defence 
of the inhabitants against the Maharattas, for which 
purpose they were effectual, One of them named 
Bataw, situated in the jungle Perganvuah of Baugree, 
lately contained 20 pieces of unserviceable artillery, 
which were removed by the Magistrate. The western 
parts of Midnapore were formerly much exposed to the 
depredations of Marhatta robbers, which obliged the 
zemindars to maintain large bodies of armed mea for 
their protection, Besides these, few natives keep arms 
of any description, which, perhaps, on account of the 
prevalence of gang robbery, they should he encouraged 
to do. With respect to religious buildings, there are 
none of any consequence, The natives are sometimes, 
from motives of piety induced to dig a tank, but there 
are few new works of this kind. The remains of the 
old ones attest the superior opulence of former times, 
or perhaps rather show that property was than more 
unequally divided, than at present, The private houses 
of the zemindars, and other men of note, consist either 
‘of forts in ruins, or of wretched huts, nor does it 
appear that they ever were better off in this respect, 
It may seem surprising that the opulent and respectable 
natives are so seldom tempted to imitate the commodi- 
:ous buildings crected by Europeans, and that they 
have acquired no taste for gardening; but to the 
‘climate and the uniformity and simplicity of their 
manners, must be attributed their perserverance in 
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constructing for their own accomodation, nothing but. 
the slightest and most miserable huts, 


Lile the rest of the Bengalees, the people here do: 
not work with a view of improviag their circumstan- 
ces, buc merely of subsisting their families, They 
scarcely ever thiak of procuring themselves batter food 
or better accomodation; and are not stimulated to 
any efforts of industry, by the security they enjoy, 
but solely by the calls of hunger, They have no 
luxuries, unless tobacco may be called one; they are 
always in debt, and borrow at enormous interest, and 
when by any incident they earn a rupee or two, they 
remain idle until it is spent, 


Within the Miduapore jurisdiction celibacy is: 
extremely uncommon; an unmarried Hindu man of 25, 
or an unmarried girl of 15, being very rare occurrences. 
The great bulk of the people live sober, regular, 
domestic life, and seldom leave their houses, not being: 
called on for the performance of military service, or 
public labour. Very few marriages are unproductive; 
but the women, becoming at an early age debilitated 
and decrepid, do not probably bear so many children 
as in Europe; total barrenness is however extremely 
rare, Polygamy, prostitution, religious austerity, 
and the circumstance of young widows seldom marrying 
a second time, are the chief obstacles, though of no- 
great magnitude, to the increase of the inhabitants, 
Among the adjuvating causes of increase may be- 
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reckoned the extreme facility of rearing children, 
In this territory no infants perish of cold, of diseases 
proceeding from dirt and bad accomodation, nor except 
during famines, which are so rare as scarcely to 
deserve mention, of unhealthy food. The small-pox 
sometimes carries of multitudes of children; inocculation, 
although it has been known for ages, being little 
practised. As soon as a child is weaned it lives on 
rice like its parents, requires no care whatever, goes 
naked for two or three years and seldom experiences 
any sickness, A great majority of the inhabitants 
of this district have preserved their original simplicity, 
and the characteristic features of the Hindoos, They 
are less quarrelsome and give less trouble than the 
natives of the neighbouring districts. Being little in 
the habit of engaging in law suits, they thereby escape 
the contagion of the courts of justice, 


In Midnapore there are not any schools \wvhere 
the Hindoo and Mahomedan laws are taught, but in 
every village there are schools for teaching the Benga- 
lee language and accounts to children in poor circum- 
stances. The teachers although persons well qualified 
for what they undertake, are persons no ways respect- 
able, their rank of life being low, and their emolument 
scanty, The children sit in the open air or under a 
shed, and learn to read, write and cast accounts for 
one or two annas (2d, to 4d.) per month. A person, 
charged with several thefts being sent for by the Judge 
and asked his occupation, said it was tcaching of 
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children, and on inquiry it appeared he was eminent in 
bis line. On his conviction, it seemed to excite no 
surprise among the natives that a person of his pro- 
fession should turn out a thief. In opulent Hindoo 
families tcachers are retained as servants. Fersian 
and Arabic are taught for tle most part by the 
Moulavies, ivho in general bave a few scholars in their 
houses, whom they support as well as instruct, Thus 
Persian and Arabic students, though of respectable 
families, are considered as living on charity and tbey 
are total strangers to expense or dissipation, There 
was formerly a Mohommedan College at the town 
of Midnapore, and even yet the establishment exists, 
but no law is taught. There are scarcely any Moguls, 
but one-seventh of the whole inhabitants are supposed 
to be Mahommedans, 


Throughout the district there exists now a 
universal impression, (and it applies to much the 
greater proportion of the British territories) that 
property is not liable to confiscation, or gross violence 
by supreme authority; which nothing but a long 
experience of the admirably impartial distribution of 
justice in Bengal could ever influence a native to credit. 
It was formerly the custom to bury in ‘the earth 
treasure and valuable goods,and to conceal the acquisi- 
tion of wealth. ‘This is still done; but generally from 
the dread of gang robbers; never from any apprehen- 
sion that the officers of Government will lay violent 
hands on private property, 
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The principal places in Midnapore are ‘the town 
‘of that name, Jellasore and Pipley; but the district 
‘contains no town of magnitude. It was acquired 
in 1761, by cession from Cossim Ali, the reigning 
Nawab of Bengal; and in 1770 was afflicted by one of 
the greatest famines recorded in history, which swept 
away nearly half of the people. Since that period, 
except in 1799, when a partial famine occurred, the 
number of inhabitants has been gradually increasing, 
and in 1801 was estimated at 1,500,000. In 1814, 
measures were adopted by the Magistrate for the 
apprehension and dispertion of bands of choars, resid- 
ing in the north-western quarter of the district, and of 
checking their horrid barbarities, the details of which 
will be found under the article Baugree. In the last 
six months of 1815, nine dacoities or gang robberies, 
occurred within the limits of Midnapore, but un- 
attended with wounding; and the Police was con- 
sidered efficient, with the exception of the Pergannah 
.above mentioned. (Sir Henry Strachey, J. H. Ernst, 
J. Grant, &c &c,) 


MIDNAPOOR :— 

The capital of the preceding district situated 
in lat 22° 25' N long, 87°25’ E. 70 miles W. by S. from 
Calcutta, This place, being a frontier station, had 
formerly a tort. but it has recently been converted into 
.a criminal prison. The civil jail and hospi:al are 
thatched buildings at a distance from the old fort. 
.By the exertions of successive Magistrates, the roads 
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adjacent to this town have been brought into an €x- 
cellent condition, being constructed of gravel and bard 
materials; and planted with avenues of trees. Consi- 
derable advances had also been made in forming a. 
road from hence to Bissenpore, which, when com- 
pleted will, not only shorten the distance to travellers 
and merchants no less than thirty-three miles, but by 
penetrating the wild and jungly Pergunnah of 
Baugree expose to view the haunts of choars and 
other Banditti, and greatly facilitate their apperhen- 
sion, (Wintle, Sir R, Strachey, &c). 

JELLASORE (JALES\IWARA) :— 


This town stands on the east side of the: 
Subarnarekha arna rekba, with golden sands) 
river, which before the acquisition of Cuttack formed 
the southern boundary of the Bengal Presidency, 
towards the Nagpur Marhbattas, in the Orissa 
Province. Lat 21°50’ N. long. 87° 25’ E. 86 miles 
S. W. from Calcutta. 


PiPLEY (PippALN), T— 

A town in the Midnapore district, 28 miles E 
N. E. from Balasore. Lat. 21° 42". long, 87° 26’ E,. 
About the middle of the 17th century this was a 
great resort of European trade, from whence the- 
Dutch shipped annually 2000 tons of salt, The first 
permission obtained by the English from the Mogul 
Emperors to trade with Bengal was restricted to 


¢ Now in Balasore on the Subarnarekbhba. 
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this place, now almost unknown, Since that period’ 
the floods having washed away a great part of the- 
town and formed a dangerous bar in the river, the- 
merchants removed to Balasore. 


BAUGREE (BAGHARI).— 

A wild and jungly Pergunnah in the Midnapore. 
district, situated towards the north-east quarter. 
Although within 60 miles of Calcutta, up to A. D. 
1816 owing to peculiar local obstacles, the autho- 
rity of Government had never been firmly established: 
in this tract, nor had the peaceably disposed inhabi- 
tants ever enjoyed that protection, which had been. 
so effectually extended to all other parts of the old 
provinces. In Baugree the leaders of the Choars 
continued to act as if they had been independent of. 
any Government, and endeavoured to maintain their 
predominance by the most atrocious acts of rapine,. 
and frequently the murder of individuals in revenge 
for having given evidence against them. Besides 
perpetrating rapine and murder in the prosecution of. 
their ordinary vocation, these choars were generally 
extremely ready to become the instruments orf pri- 
vate malice among the inhabitants, when the mali- 
gnity of their hatred stimulated them to assasina- 
tion, which they are too cowardly to perform with. 
their own hands. Every attempt to establish an. 
efficient Police having failed, it became necessary to- 
concentrate the powers usually vested in different: 
local authorities in one functionary, under the immedi~- 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
f- ] ¢ 


( 12 ; 


.ate direction of the Governor-General, which was 
. accordingly done, and Mr, Oakley deputed to execute 
the arduous Commisson, 

The first measure adopted by this gentleman was 
to ascertain the principal ring-leaders of the 
banditti in order that they might be specifically 
excluded from the general amnesty to be offered to 
the great majority of the choars. The next was to 
deprive them of their accustomed supplies of food, to 
encourage a spirit of active co-operation among the 
inhabitants, and generally to diminish the terror 
which the cruelty of the choars had impressed on the 
neighbouring villagers and cultivators. The success of 
these measures \vas becomiug daily more conspicuous, 
when it vas unfortunately arrested by the insurrection 
of the Pykes in the adjacent Pergunnah of Bhanjeboom. 
The effect of this commotion, however, was only 
temporary, for by the iniddle of 1816, the gangs of 
plunderers had been dispersed, and crimes of enormity 
nearly suppressed, while the current revenue due to 
Government was completely realised, In February, 
1816, the choar banditti consisted of 19 leaders and 
about 20 accomplices, In the course of a fev months 
all the chiefs, except two, were apprehended, or fell 
in resisting the attempts to apprehend them; their 
frequent and pertinacious resistance being partly 
ascribable to their long habits of ferocity, and partly 


to their expectation of capital punishment if taken 
alive,—(Public MS, Documents, Oakley, etc,,). 


(pp 147—158) 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
é ; ¢ 


( 138 ) 
Hidjelee (Hijala). 


This town stands on the west side of the- 
Hooghly, 55 miles S.S. W, from Calcutta, and is 
actually with the small district attached to it, situated 
in the province of Orissa, but it has been so long, and 
so intimately connected with the Bengal province, that 
it may now be considered as an integral portion. 
Lat, 21° 50° N, long. 88°10°E. 

The land about Hidjellee is of two descriptions; 
the first, fresh or arable, is preserved from the inunda- 
tion of the tides by embankment running parallel to, 
and at some distance from the rivers and numerous 
inlets which intersect the whole territory, and the 
repairs of which, in 1815, cost 27,000 rupees. The 
second, or salt land, is that portion exposed to the 
overflowing of the tides, usually called the chnuss, Or 
banks, where mounds of earth, strongly impregnated 
with saline particles, named Kalaries. or working 
places, are formed, each of these heaps is estimated, 
on a medium, to yield 233 maunds (80 pounds each) of 
salt, requiring the labour of seven manufacturers, who, 
by an easy process of filtration and boilin r, are enabled 
to complete their operations from November to June, 
before the setting in of the periodical rains. 

During the Mogul Government Hidjellee was the 
capital of a foujdarry, or military station, comprehend- 
ing 1,098 sqare miles, extending along the margin of 

the Hooghly rivers, where it unites with the Bay of ° 
Bengal, It was first dismembered from the Soubah otf 
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Orissa and annexed to Bengal, inthe reign of Shah Jehan. 
The fresh water lands are very productive, and yield 
excellent crops, when properly cultivated, and with a 
view to the improvement of the inland navigation, two 
canals have Leen cut within the last ten years, but the 
result has not proved so successful as was anticipated, 

the tolls not defraying the current expenses, and on the 
whole they have proved a loosing concern to Govern- 
ment, at wvhose expense they were constructed, In 
18]4, the district attached to this place yielded a land 

revenue of 291,445 rupees, exclusive of an immense sum 

annually realized by the salt manufactured, 


In 1687, during a rupture with Aurengzebe, the 
East India Compauy’s forces took and fortified 
Hidjellee, und destroyed above 40 sails of that Emper- 
or’s vessels. They afterwards repulsed the repeated 
attacks made by the Nabab of Bengal, although the 
garrison was in a very sickly state—(J- Grant, MS. 
documents, Bruce, etc.) (p. 140) 


es cee ee 


The following statement exhibits a correct 
account of the Jumma, or demand on account of the 
land revenue, and of the abkarry, or excise, for the 
year 1814-15, restricted to the Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and that portion of Orissa which has since the 
first conquest been attached to the Beugal Presidency, 


Orissa Province. 


Midnapore 1,491,240 10,405 
Hidjellee district 291,448 983 
Total Jumma 1,782,688 11,389 


(p 67) 
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THE PROVINCE OF ORISSA. 
(Uddessa) 


A large province of the Deccan extending from 
the 18th to the 23rd degree of north latitude To the 
north it is bounded by Bengal; on the south by the 
river Godavery; on the east it has the bay of Bengal; 
and on the west the province of Gundwana, In 
length from N, E. to S, W. it may be estimated at 
400 miles, by 70 the average breadth. According to 
the institutes of Acber, Orissa, in its greatest dimen- 
sions in 1582, was divided into five districts, viz. 
Jellasir, comprising Midnapoor and the British posses- 
sions lying north and east of the river Subunreeka, 
2. Buddruck; 3, Cuttack; 4. Culling or Cicacole; 
5. Rajamundry, Besides this territory on the sea 
coast, Orissa also comprehended a mountainous un- 
productive region on the western frontier, making 
part of the Jeharcund or jungly country, with the 
districts of Ruttunpoor and Sumbhulpoor; but the 
two latter properly belong to Gundwana. At present 
the principal modern territorial subdivisions, commenc- 
ing from the north, are the following; but there are 
many other petty states and large zemindaries. 


1. Singhboom 3. Mohurbunge 5. Cuttack, 
2. Kunjeur 4. Balasore 6. Khoordah 
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The tracts composing the districts of Ganjam,. 
Vizagapatam. and a portion of Rajamuundry, are also 
included within the ancient limits of this province, 
but the five northern circars have been so long a sepa- 
rate jurisdiction, that it has been thought best to des- 
cribe them altogether in another section. The interior 
of this province remains in a very savage state, being 
composed of rugged hills, uninhabited jungles, and deep 
water courses, surrounded by pathless deserts; forests, 
or vallies aud prevaded by a pestilential atmosphere. 
It forms a strong natural barrier to the maritime dis- 
tricts, being only traversed during the driest season, 
from February to May, by the Lumballies or inland 
carriers. There are only two passes; properly explored; 
in the whole length of the great mountainous ridge; 
extending from the Godavery to the Mahanuddy; the 
one direct from Chanda to Cicacole; the other oblique 
from Choteesghur by the way of Kalabandi, both 
uniting ut the pass of Saloor or Sauracca, By this 
pass, during the French possession of the Northern 
Circars in 1754 a body of Mabarattas were intro- 
duced, more than half perished from the noxious air of 
the hills, and the reminder, rather than return by so 
noxious a road, made a prodigious circuit south by 
Rajamundry and the Godavery. With such a barrier 
to tbe west, and the ocean to the east, the defence of 
Orissa does not appear difficult; tke jealousies, however; 
of a prople subdivided into many petty communities: 
the absence of civilization: added to the habitual in- 
dolence and apathy of the natives, ever rendered it 
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an easy prey to invaders, and they have passsed from 
one yoke to another with scarcely a struggle, 


In ancient Hindoo history, Utcala or Udradesa 
was nearly co-extensive with the modern Orissa, the 
name Utcala or Udcala, implying the great or famous 
.country of the Cala. According to tradition, it was 
then inhabited by a powerful and martial race, who 
vere extirpated by the Karnas or kings of Magadha 
(Bahar). In more recent times it was governed by a 
dynasty of Hindoo princes of the race of Gujaputty, 
avho, in 1592, were conquered by Mansingh, the 
Emperor Acber’s Viceroy in Bengal, to which dominion 
it was then annexed as a dependent government, 
extending from Tumlook on the great Ganges to 
Rajamundry on the lesser Ganges, or Gunga Goda- 
very of the Deccan. From the accounts of ancient 
European travellers, fragments of national history, 
and a few remnants of former Splendour, it was 
probably, at least on the sea-coast, a flourishing 
country before the Mahommedan invasion, but soon 
after fell into a comparative state of depression, lt 
does not appear, however, that the Mahommedans. or 
any other invaders, ever completly occupied or 
colonized this province, which still remains one of 
those in wvhich the Hindoo manners are preserved in 
their greatest purity, and where the smallest propor- 
tion of Mahommedans is to bz found. After the 
expulsion of the Afgans from the province of Bengal 
during the reign of the Emperor Acber, they retreated 
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10to Orissa, and retained possession of the maritime 
and more fertile portions, and also of the temple of 
Juggernauth, for many years. 


At present nearly one half of this extensive region 
is under the immediate jurisdiction of the British 
Government; the other possessed by tributary zemin- 
dars called Ghurjauts or hill chiefs, who mostly pay a 
fixed rent, and are under British protection, so far as: 
refers to their external relations, and some few are 
directly amenable to the European courts of justice. 
The first division comprehends all the low 
lands trending along the coast; the second the 
hilly and woody interior. The British half is in general 
a plain, fertile, but not well cultivated or peopled; the 
native section is either a barren tract or wild expanse 
of rock, forest, and jungle, thinly inhabited, yet produ- 
cing a surplus of grain beyond the consumption of its 
inhabitants. The inhabitants of the first may be esti- 
mated at 100 to the square mile; of the second not 
more than 30 to the same area, 


The principal articles of produce and manufacture 
in the British portion are rice and salt. The last, 
although a monopoly, affords much employment to the 
inhabitants on the coast; the former is the staple com- 
modity of the province, and is so abundant as to admit 
of exportation, Every sort of grain and vetch is 
cultivated, and the common manufactures suffice for 
the frugal habits of the natives. ; Under such circum- 
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stances, and with a mild government, it is highly 
probable this division of the province is undergoing 
gradual amelioration, and that the inhabitants, 
although ignorant of the cause, are gradually advanc- 
ing in the process of civilization. The tributary part 
of the Province presents the reverse of this picture; a 
great proportion being unfit for culture, and the lots 
under cultivation yielding but a scanty return. Inthe 
wilder tracts the necessaries of life are not attainable, 
and frequently subsistence of any sort is only procura- 
ble with the utmost difficulty. Many of the natives 
are iron smelters and charcoal burners; others make a 
livelihood by boat building and the felling of timber; 
thus protracting a miserable existence under the iron 
rod of their rapacious chiefs, in whose eyes to be 
wealthy, or even comfortable. is criminal. 


The territories along the Bay of Bengal are sub- 
ject to frequent hurricanes, which greatly injure the 
farmer; and the low lands, in spite of embankments, 
liable to ruinous inundations from the sudden overflow- 
ing of rivers. The buffaloes are a fine large breed, and 
supply the natives with milk and ghee; but the oxen 
are of a very inferior description, and the horses mere 
carrion. The low lands abound with hogs, deer, tigers 
and jackal, and the high lands are infested by wild 
beasts in such numbers that they are in many places 
regaining the country which had been wrested from 
them by human cunning and combination. The rivers 
and waters swarm with fish, reptiles, and alligators, 
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the plains and jungles with winged vermin, The 
chief rivers are Godavery, the Mahanuddy and the 
Subunreeka, besides innumerable hill streams of a short 
course, and small channel. The principal towns are 
Juggernauth, Cuttack, Ganjam and Vizagapatam. 


The country between the rivers Gaintu and 
Bamoni is one of the finest parts of the province, 
and is inhabited by a considerable number of weavers, 
chiefly of coarse muslins for turbans; Sanaes are also 
a staple manufacture. The best bamboos for palan- 
quins come from the purgunnahbs of Tolchar and 
Hindole. They grew near the summit of the rocks, 
and spring io July, when the people who collect them, 
having selected the strongest shoots, tie them to 
stakes driven into ground, and thus direct their 
growth to the proper shape. In this manner they 
grow from 10 to 20 yards long, by the setting in of 
the dry season, when their tops are cut off. If 
suffered to stand longer; the hollow part increases 
and they become weaker. 


Some of the native Ooreas in the back parts of 
this province still retain their semi-barbarous man- 
ners, are a fierce people, and possess a considerable 
degree of personal courage. They commonly go armed 
with bows and arrows, or swords, the latter being 
generally carried naked, and are of a shape which 
is broad at the end, and narrow in the middle. 
Between them and the Maharattas a rooted anti- 
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pithy has long existed. The Ooreas within the Bri- 
tish territories, having been long accustomed to peace- 
ful inoffensive habits, are good cultivators: and tole- 
rably industrious, their chief characteristic being an 
effeminate timidity accompanied by much low cunning 
and dissimulation. The great body of them are 
Hindoos, distinguished into the castes usually found 
in other parts of Hindostan, In a specimen of the 
Lord's prayer in the Orissa or Utcala language. 
examined by the Missionaries, 31 of the words could 
be traced as being the same vith those used in the 
Bengalese trapslation of that prayer; but notwith 
standing its close affinity to the Bengalese, its pecu- 
liar terminations cause the uvhole specimen to 
differ much in sound.—(]J. Grant. Richardson. Wilkins, 
Colebrooke, Wilford, &c. &c.) 


Midnapore, Hidjelee, and Tumlook. 


These are three subdivisions of the province of 
Orissa, being all within its geographical limits, but 
they have been such a length of time subordinate to 
the existing governments of Bengal, and so intimately 
attached to that province, that they have become in a 
manner incorporated with it, and have in consequence 
been described along with it, 


SUBUNREEKA RIvER (Suvarna Reka, with golden 
sands.)—This river has its source in the province of 
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Behar, district of Chuta Nagpoor, whence it flows in a 
south-easterly direction until, after a winding course of 
about 250 miles, it falls into the Bay of Bengal, For many 
years prior to the conquest of Bengal by the British, 
this river had formed the southern boundary of that 
soubah under the different native governments, and 
continued to mark the boundary until 1803 when the 
acquisition of Cuttack brought the Bengal and Madras 
Presidencies for the first time into contact. 


SINGBOOM ( Singha Bhuma, the land of lions.) —A 
town in the Province of Orissa, governed by a Raja, 
independent within his own territories, but under 
political subordination to the British Government. It 
is bounded on three sides by the districts of Chuta 
Nagpoor, Midnapoor, and Mohurbunje; and on the 
south by that of Kunjeur. The zemindars in this and 
‘other districts on the frontiers of Midnapoor, were 
formerly many of them robbers by trade, kept robbers 
in their pay, and have still a hankering after their old 
profession, While tributory to the Maharattas, they 
were under no external control, and were, at home, 
Magistrates with unlimited powers of life and death, 
and accustomed to make predatory inroads on British 
territories. The town of Singboom stands iu a lat. 22° 
81’ N. long, 85° 40’ E. 105 miles W, from Midnapoor, 
and notwithstanding the etymology of the name of the 
Pergunnah, it is notorious that there never vas a lion 
seen within its limits, 
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KUunjEUR (Kwunjhar.)}—This enormous zemindary 
is situated about 70 miles north by west from the town 
of Cuttack, and is said to extend 182 from north to south, 
and‘ 125 from east to west, but these are probably the 
extermes. In 1803, the Raja of Kunjeur was a powerful 
chieftain, and vas always considered independent of 
the Maharatta power, although prior to 1803 he rented 
from the Nagpoor State a considerable portion of 
Cuttack. The recorded proprietor in 1815 was named 
Janardan Bhunj, and the tribute he then paid to the 
British Government, 2790 rupees per annum, after 
which it vas supposed he would have a clear revenue 
remaining of about 30,000 rupees per annum; a very 
small sum for so immense a surface, producing rice, 
sugar-cane, cotton, timber, fuel, salt, tar, gums, wax, 
iron, and honey. Most of the iron exported from 
Balasore to Calcutta is produced in this district, which 
is also fertilized by several streams, but a great pro- 
portion of it continuvs waste, desolate, and covered 
with jungle, The town of Kunjeur stands in lat, 21° 
31’ N. long. 85° 32’ E, 92 miles N, N, W. from Cuttack. 
{Richardson etc.) 

OGURRAPOORA (Agurupura)—A town in Orissa, 
77 miles N, N. W. from Cuttack, lat, 21° 21’ N., long, 
85° 24° E. 

ANDAPUR GHUR.—A town in the Orissa province, 
48 miles west from Balasore. Lat. 21° 34' N. long. 
86° 5‘ E. 

MOHURBUNGE — This zemindary is bounded on the 
north by the district of Midnapore on the east by that 
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of Balasore; on the south by the tributary estate of 
Neelgur; and on the west by the Gond mountains. 
In extreme length the territory extends 150 miles, and 
in breadth 100, but the area is much less than the: 
amount indicated by these dimensions, It is but 
thinly peopled; indifferently cultivated, and much iv- 
fested by wild elephants, which frequently destory the- 
crops. The hills yield timber of various sizes, which is 
tloated down to Balasore and other ports. Iron, 
dammer, and lac are procured in considerable quanti- 
ties, and the country is susceptible of much improvement. 
Tt had suffered greatly by the predatory incursions of 
the neighbouring chiefs, while subordinate to the 
Mahbarattas, to which power the estate paid a tribute 
of 6000 rupees per annum; but the Raja was then 
allowed to collect a tax on pilgrims going to Jugger- 
nauth, which has since the British conquest been. 
‘abolished. 


The principal articles produced and manufactured. 
in this territory are, rice, timber of all sorts, dammer: 
oil, lac, bows, arrows, and spears; a small quantity of 
each being exported, The revenue accruing to the 
proprietor has been estimated at from 40 to 50,000: 
Tupees perannum, Where no battles are fought, and 
the natives remain unmolested by military exactions: 
and where the zemindar, or his agent, remain un- 
changed, the lands of the Mabhbarattas districts in the 
neighbourhood of Midnapoor are in a state of bigh 
cultivation, and the population is equal, frequently 
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superior, to that of the British districts, One cause - 
which tends to increase the population of a well 
superintended Maharatta estate, is the constant accesion 
of numbers of emigration from the neighbouring 
countries. Itis the interest of the proprietor of a 
zemindary to take as much care of his cultivators as a 
farmer does of his cattle, and that is sufficient to pro- 
mote their increase, The peasantry in the Company's 
territories enjoy the degree of security essential to their 
increase, which is not the case vith the far greater 
portion of the Maharatta country; vast tracts of 


which are desolate, famines frequent, and the popu- 
lation diminshing. 


The principal towns in this subdivision of Orissa,. 
are Harriorpoor and Bustar, It is not traversed by 
any large river, but several small hill streams flow 
through it to the Bay of Bengal. This Zemindary was. 
formerly of greater extent but was much curtailed by 
the Maharattas who separated Balasore and other 
tracts of country from it. During the Maharrata sway 
it was a dependancy on Cuttack but paid also an 
inconsiderable tribute to the British Government on 
account of some lands in Midnapoor north of the 
Subunreceka river. By the arrangements of 1805 the 
chief of this territory was exempted from the tribute 
he had paid to the Maharratas and bad his estates 
guaranteed to him on condition on his faithfully fulfilling 
his duty as a tributary to the British Government, 


The fixed tribute paid on this account is sufficiently. 
moderate being only 1001 rupees per annum. 
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In 1814, a charge of murder was prefered against 
Tribikram Bhunje, the person in possession of the 
tributary zemindary of Moburbunge. As the zemindary 
was then exempted from the operation of the British 
laws and regulations, considerable difficulty arose in 
determining the nature and degree of the punishment 
to be inflicted, had the zemindar been fully convicted 
of the crime; but the result was, tbat although strong 
suspicion attached to him, the evidence was not such 
as satisfactorily to substantiate the accusation. 
{Sir Strachey, Richardson. }. Grant, lst Register, etc,etc.) 


HARRIORPOOR (Hartiharapura)— 

The capital of the large zemindary of Mohburbunje, 
and residence of the zemindar. Itis situated in lat, 
21° 51' N. long. 86° 42' E, 28 miles N. by W. from 
Balasore, 

BALASOoRE ( Valeswara),.— 

A town in the Province of Orissa, situated on the 
south side of the Boore Bellaun © river. Lat.21° 32’ NX, 
long. 86° 56‘ E. 125 miles S, W. from Calcutta. The 
town and factory of Balasore are situated in a flat 
country. The river is deep. but narrow; its banks 
marshy, with a shallow bar at its moutb, but at 
spring tides passable for vessels drawing not more 
than 14 fect water. It was formerly a flourishing 
town, but the manufacture of Sanees cloths is very 
much fallen off both in quantity and quality. At a 
very early period of European intercourse with India, 
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the Portugueze, Dutch and English had factories here 
and it is still noted for maritime transactions. The 
native vessels from Balasore and Cuttack, which carry 
most of the grain from Bengal to Madras,are of a very 
superior description to other native vesseles employed 
con this coast, After having made one voyagge to 
Madras, they usually return for a second cargo, 
which they generally land there in the latter end of 
April or beginning of May. They afterwards proceed 
to Coringa. which is a favourable fort, both for 
obtaining repairs, and cargoes of salt to Bengal, Pilots 
for the Calcutta river are procured in Bala sore roads, 


On the 29th of November, 1688, during a rupture 
between the East India Company and Aurengzebe, 
‘Captain Heath landed a body of troops and sea-men, 
attacked and took a battery of 30 pieces of cannon, 
and plundered the town of Balasore. The English 
factory was burned by the Governor, and the Company’s 
servants carried prisoners up the country, from whence 
it does not appear that they ever returned. On the 
breaking out of the war with the Nagpoor Maharratas 
in 1803, an expedition was despatched against this 
place, when the troops and stores were conveyed in 
vessels to within four miles of the town, where they 
were landed and the fort and factory captured after a 
long contest but with little loss on the part of the 
assailants, They have ever since remained attached 
to Bengal Presidency and with other Pergunnaha 
from the northern division of the Cuttack j urisdiction. 
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The travelling distance from Calcutta to Balasore is 
141 miles.—(lst Register. Leckie Bruce, &c. &c. &c ) 


NEELGUR ( Nila Ghara, the Blue House )—This- 
was formerly the chief town of a zemindary. separated 
by the Maharattas from the Raja of Mohurbunge's. 
territories, and communicates its name to the range of 
hills which extend to the west of Midnapoor. Lat. 
21° 30‘ N. long 86° 47* E. 11 miles west from Balasore, 
In extreme dimensions this zemindary is about 20 miles 
from north to southb. and 18 from east to west, The 
amount of the tribute paid to the British Government, 
is 3656 rupees; the estimated gain to the proprietor, 
19,000 rupees. There are eight ghurs or zemindaries 
dependent on Neelgur, situated among the neighbouring 
hills. The revenue, during the Maharatta Government, 
arose chiefly from a tax on pilgrims and merchants 
pissing through the country. In the Neelgur bills at 
a short distance from Balasore there is abundance of 
iron ore found, of the description named bog ore; the 
other articles of produce are rice, sugar cane, bees wax, 
oil and timber mostly all exported from Balasore. 
(Richardson, Ist Register, etc,) 


BUDDRUCK (Vadarica ),—This place is sitauted 
on the north bank of the Cowah, or Solundee river, 
which at one season of the yearigs here 300 yards broad 
and at another, fordable, Lat. 20° 7' N, long. 86° 
26' E. 38 miles S, S, W from Balasore. From this 
part of Orissa, come most of the people termed in. 
Calcutta, Balasore bearers. (lst Register, &c ) 
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The District of Cuttack (Catac). 


The tract of country subordinate to the jurisdic- 
tion of Cuttack, is very great, extending in length from 
the frontiers of the Ganjam district south, to the river 
Subunreeka north, 180 miles by an average breadth 
from the sea inland of 110 miles; but the territory of 
Cuttack proper is of much less extent, being principally 
‘comprised between the Chilka lake and the river 
Salundee with an undefined boundary to the west. 
What follows, however, may be considered as applying 
to the district gencrally and in its greatest dimensions 
under which point of view it is bounded on the N, E. 
by Bengal; on the S, W. by the Northern Circars; to 
the east it has the Bay of Bengal; and on the west 
various petty native states, formerly tributary to the 
Nagpoor Maharratas. In its geographical position 
‘consists the importance of Cuttack connecting as it 
does the Bengal presidency with that of Madras and 
thereby placing the whole range of the western side 
of the Bay of Bengal within the control of the British 
‘Government. 


The aspect of the country on the sea<oast, 
and to the westward of it for about 20 miles, is low, 
covered uwith wood, and totally inundated by the sea 
at spring tides, and into this extent of swamp and 
forest, the numerous rivers from the interior discharge 
their waters through many channels, resembling in 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
f- 1 ¢ 


( 30 ) 


fact, although not in shape the Deltas of Bengal and 
Egypt. About 20 miles from the shore, the country 
rises considerably, with a dry and fertile soil; and 
about 20 miles further inland, it swells into hills, 
mostly covered with trees. some of a resinous nature 
and others valuable for the purposes of cabinate 
work and dyeing. The wood produced on the sea 
coast is chiefly the soondry, from which wood oil is 
extrcted, and the janook, The whole of these forests 
are much infested by wild beasts. especially leopards, 
‘xvvhich, during the marcbes of the British troops in 
1803, devoured many of the sentinels. 


The periodical rains do not commence here so 
early as in Bengul. and are light in comparison, 
until September. when the rivers rise and overflow 
tbeir banks, in November the clouds are dispersed, 
and the weather serene and settled. The thermo- 
meter at any season of the year is seldom below 60°, 
In February and part of March, dense mists are 
frequent in the morning, continuing until near noon, 
and followed by clear evenings and nights. Hot 
winds prevail in Apnl. May and June. when the 
summer heats are very oppressive. especially in tents 
and temporary erections; but this hot season is fre- 
quetly refreshed by termendous hurricanes of thunder, 
ligtening and rain. This district is still but imper- 
tectly explored. but what is known exhibts a great 
variety of produce and soil. The last on the sea 
cast is mostly alluvial and soft loam, in some parts 
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sandy. A valuable manufacture of salt is carried om 
along the whole margine of the bay; further inland, 
rice of different kinds is raised, with many other 
varieties of grain, pulse aromatic roots and spices, 
dyeing drugs. sugar-cane, and in the hilly tracts, 
Indian corn, and wheat, These hills contain several 
kinds of granite. and also a species of schistus from 
which good slates might be made. In some parts 
iron ore is found, and in others gold dust is collected 
from the beds of the mountain torrents. When the 
rivers are filled by the periodical rains many kinds 
of valuable timber, including teak. are floated down; 
but the forests are singularly deleterious, and can 
only be explored during the months of April and 
May. when the exhalations and consequentiil forest 
ague are least noxious. In some spots of these hills, 
the orange clove is found in great perfection, The 
banks of the rivers are extremely picturesque; and 
their waters, as ell as those of the adjacent sea, 
abound with fish. Both the flat country and the 
bills swarm «with every species of game, including 
many carnivorous and ferocious animals, besides a. 
plentiful assortinent of snakes, vermin, aud reptiles, 
with and «rithout stings innocent and poisonous, 


Under the ancient Hindoo Governments, it is 
probable the Raja and priests of Juggernauth had 
great influence, but the territory appears to have 
been always much partitioned among petty native 
chiefs, subordinate to no regular head, It was 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
f- 4; ¢ 


( 832 ) 


.invaded at an early period by the Mahommedans. 
but never reduced to subjection untill it was con- 
quered by the Mabharratas in 1738, nor even then 
could it be said to bo cpmpletely uuder subjection. 
according to the European sense of the word; with 
them, however. it remained until 1803. when it was 
conquered by the British. after a feeble resistance. 


Subsequent to the expulsion of the Mabharratas. 
considerable tracts of land remained to be settled. 
appertaining to tributary Rajas. who professed suh- 
mission but tendered no tribute, Among these was 
the Juggernauth or Khoordah Raja, who continued 
to assert his claim to some estates situated between 
the town of Cuttack and Jurgernauth. of which he 
endeavoured to obtain possession by force, and on being 
opposed laid waste all the adjoining country with tire 
and sword. The British government, on thig occasion, 
endeavoured to accommodate matters vith the most 
patient forbearance, until November. 1804 when the 
crueities perpetrated by the Raja’s officers on prisoners 
and the mutilating of sepoys. compelled it to under. 
take bis effectual reduction, and the same time to 
establish subordination among the other petty chiefs. 
The sanctity of the Raja’s character, together vith the 
extreme veneration in which he is held by the natives 
of Urissa, rendered it difficult to proceed on the occa- 
sion, although on similar emergencies. the Mahbarattas 
had never used the slightest ceremony. When these 
occured they never hesitated to seize his temporal: 
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property, by levying heavy annual tribute, and realizing 
from the temple the greatest possible pecuniary profit. 
With these independent chieftains it had ever been a 
practice, never to pay any tribute until compelled by 
force; generally after being worsted in battle, which 
caused such incessant warfare at that military adven- 
turers resorted to Cuttack from all parts of Hindostan, 
and there acquired lands and settlement, particularly a 
colony of Seiks, for military service, 


To check the depredations of the Khoordah Raja 
and his subjects, the Maharattas had built a stone 
fort at Sarunghbur, on the skirts of his woods, four 
miles S. W. of Cuttack town, which had never been 
occupied by the British troops, the situation being 
considered so extremely ill chosen; but in consequence 
of the Raja’s contumacy it became necessary to secure 
it. A force of nearly of 7009 men, regular and irre- 
gular, was also marched in various directions to 
attack the Raja’s army, then posted at Khoordaghur, 
and amounting by report to 20,000, consisting partly 
of foreign mercenaries mostly foot, and the remainder 
Ooreas, an athletic hardy race, indifferently armed, 
but when firmly attached not deficient in personal 
bravery or resolution, After a variety of operations 
in a most impervious and difficult country, the Raja’s 
army was dispersed and Khoordaghur captured, but 
such was the udhesion of the natives to the Raja’s 
family, that to restore tranquillity while he remained 
at large was found impracticable. Several spirited 
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ard well-arranged efforts to catch him did not succeed, 
but at length, being alarmed by a proclamation issued. 
for his apprehension, he opened a communication from 
his concealment, and a confidential officer being 
dispatched in a remote and jungly part of the 
country, Raja Muckund Deo, then (1804) eighteen 
years of age, was delivered into his custody, before: 
rwhoimn, as he passed to the camp, the inhabitants of 
the adjucent districts came forth and prostrated them- 
selves in humble adoration, 


Military operations having for the time in this. 
manner terminated, the British government proceeded 
to investigate the condition of their new acquisition, 
which was found to be distinguished from those of the 
Bengal districts by five peculiar circumstances, viz— 


1 Thecomparatively short period during which. 
it had been possessed. 


2. The unsettled state of the land revenue, ivolv- 
ing as it did many important claims on the part of 


individvals to the immediate possession and manage- 
ment of their estates. 


8. The celebrated temple of Juggernauth, an ins- 
titution strongly affecting the religious feelings of the 
Hindoos on the one side, and the character of the: 
British government on the other, 


4, The tributary chiefs whose estates and! 
persons are exempted from the operation of the general 
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regulations, but who pay a fixed anoual revenue to 
Government, 


5. The very extensive scale on which the 
embankments are repaired, and consequently the heavy 
expense to which government is subjected. 


The Mogulbundee, or that portion of Cuttack 
Paying revenue to government, and the rents of which 
are not yet fixed, is distributed into 83 pergunnahbs or 
revenue divisions, of different and capricious ma gni- 
tudes. The total amount of the Cuttack revenue 
termed Mogulbundee is 1,363,668 rupees, The esti- 
mated measurement of the assessed lands in cultivation 
and arable, is only 1.200,220 begahs, the number of 
estates, 2349; and of inhabitants 757,922, of which 
number only 21,932 are Mahommedans. ‘Thetributary 
estates, their annual payments to the revenue, an ex- 
treme dimensions, are given below, and those not 
subject to the British laws and regulations are marked 
with asterisk (*). 


‘List of the 29 Ghurjaut or Tributary Estate. 


Dimensions. Tribute, 
Mohurbunge...150 miles by 100 1 001 rupees per annum 
Kunka soe 75 by 50 19,132 
*Autghur ... 15 by 12 6,848 
Marickpoor ... 9 by 6 3,120 
Aul ss. 20 by 10 26,680 
*Deknal soo 112 by 87 4,780 


*Bankee so. 30 by 25 4,162 
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Dimensions. 
*Khandeabpurah 25 by 12 
*Jermoo eve 17 by 9 
*Neyaghur ..75 miles by 25 
*Nursingpoor 
*Neelgur 
*Ongologur ...125 by 10 
*Hindole soe 17 by 12 
Koorjung . 50 by 25 
Harrespoor ... 80by 5 


Sookundah ... 8 by 5 
*Koonjeur ...182 by 15 
Muddoopoor... 125 by 18 


Chedra 3 by 235 
Demparah ..« Tby 5 
Durpun e+ 15 by 13 
Puttoo Dumparah 


*Runpoor .«. 15 by 10 
*Talchere ... 15 by 15 


*Tegrah . 18 by 12 
*Burmba vse 12 by 8 
Bissenpoor ... 5 by 83 
Kulkulla see lIaby 1 


Tribute 
3,948rupees per annum 

620 

+e» 5,179 


«ve 3,656 
+e 1,550 


516 


. 7,034 


...3$%,0583 
woo 1,272 
<.» 2,790 
+++ 9,818 


wu. 2,194 


0 776 
eve 6,853 
145 
roe 1.3183 
+. 974 
826 
soe 1,310 
+<» 1,740 
128 


The annual demand on the above 29 Zemiudaries 


is fixed at the above sums, 


The sum total annually 


accruing to the British Government, from this source, 
amounts to 118, 687 rupees; the supposed surplus of 
clear profit remaining to the landholders is estimat- 
ed at 525,250 rupees. which is a mere trifle considering 
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the immense tract of country from which it is derived. 
All these tributary zemindars assume the title of Raja 
in their respective territories, aud admit each others 
claim to that dignity, They also exhibit the insignia, 
go abroad with the rentinue, and observe the forms 
and state of independent princes, according as 
their income suffices for covering the consequent 
expenditure, 


Some of the principal zemindars, to the number 
of 16, are at present exempted from the operation of 
the British regulation; the remaining 13 are within the 
jurisdiction of the laws. The exemption of the first 
16, from the operation of the Bengal code, was not 
founded on any claim which the proprietors of these 
tributary estates had to the exercise of independent 
authority, on the contrary, it originated entirely from 
the opinion that was entertained of the barbarous and 
uncultivated manners of these zemindars and their 
subjects, combined with the impervious nature of the 
country, consisting mostly of hills and jungles, which 
local circumstances would have rendered it extremely 
difficult to execute any process of the courts of 
judicature, or to enforce the orders of the public 
functionaries, The continuance, therefore, of these 
estates in their existing condition, became a mere 
question of expediency, there being nothing in the 
nature of the connection of the British government and 
the proprietors which precluded the former from 
placing the latter under the ordinary jurisdiction of 
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the civil and criminal courts, leaving the land-tax 
which has been fixed in perpetuity, unaltered, Ex- 
perience, however, has demonstrated that the liberality 
of this arrangement has not exempted it from much 
inconvenience and embarrassment. On the contrary, 
the tribes thus left to their oiwwn guidance have hbabi- 
tually addicted themselves to the perpetration of 
crimes of the blackest dye, and the zemindars, who 
ought to have been the conservators of the public 
peace, and distributors of justice, have been the very 
persons most suspected of tkese atrocities, more especi- 
ally of assassination committed for the purpose of 
usurping estates, and acts of extreme cruelty exercised 
on the persons of their tenants. 


‘The Bengal Government, however, not being 
prepared to extend the regulation generally to those 
estates, which without an eflicient Police might tend 
rather to aggravate than alleviate the suffer- 
ings of the inhabitants, determined to appoint a 
special officer to control the conduct of the Rajas; 
both to serve as a check on their proceedings, and with 
the view of obtaining an accurate knowledge of the 
country, a necessary step towards the introduction of 
an improved system of administration. It was ex- 
pected that the general prosperity of the district, 
which before this had been sacrificed to a too rigid 
system of economy, would be promoted by the arrange- 
ment, and the advantages to arise would more than 
counterpoise the small additional expense with which it 
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would be attended, A superintendent of the tributary 
‘estates \wvas accordingly appointed, and invested with 
a general controul over the conduct of the proprietors; 
but not-withstanding the importance attached by 
government to the tranquillity of this district and the 
selection of the ablest functionaries, its prosperity has 
not advanced so rapidly as might have been expected 
from the pure and liberal principles by which the 
arrangements were dictated, 


A great outlay is annually necessary in Cuttack, 
for the purpose of keeping the embankments in good 
order; the expense incurred by Government on this 
account, in 1814, having amounted to 40,514 rupees. 
Some of the principal embankments, especially that at 
the town of Cuttack are indispensable; but the utility 
of many of the inferior ones is by no means equivalent 
to the disbursements they involve, More than one 
fourth of the circulation of the district is carried on by 
cowries; copper one tenth, gold one-fortieth and silver 
three-fifths. Formerly the revenue was calculated in 
cowries, and annual importations of these shells are 
still made from the Maldives in return of grain 
exported. The pilgrims bring a great deal of bullion, 
but much is also sent to Calcutta, In 1813, no instance 
of gang-robbery occured in this district, and the 
number of atffrays and murders ascertained to have 
been committed was considerably less than that of the 
,preceeding year, In the year above mentioned, the 
gross tax on pilgrims produced 170,000 rupees, but 
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this is not all clear gain, a great proportion being 
expended in the current expenses of the temple andi 
its establishment, The tract of country between the 
Byturnee nullah and the Ganjam river, extending 
about 10 miles on each side of the temple to the north 
and south, is the holy land of Juggernauth, The 
inhabitants of this portion of territory are exempted 
from the taxes which the Hindoos pay for access to the’ 
town and temple, except during the Ruth and Dole 
Jattries. \wvhen they are liable to a small tax. They 
found their claim to exemption on some sacred texts 
and immemorial usage, In A, D, 1817, the tranquil- 
lity of Cuttack was greatly disturbed by an insurrection 
of the Pykes (the ancient militia of the country): 
instigated by the Khoordah Raja and his minister 
Jugoobundhoo, who although defeated in every 
rencounter, were enabled by the local difficulties of 
access to carry on a protracted warfare which can. 
scarcely yet be said to be thoroughly concluded. These 
commotions were also in part ascribable to the too: 
hasty introduction of the British revenue and judicial 
system, among a people in no respect prepared for its 
reception and notwithstanding the insignificance of 
the insurgents and their total want of military 
resources, the loss of valuable troops and officers has 
been enormous, the climate effecting what the natives 
were themselves unable to accomplish,—{( Asiatic 
Journal, Richardson, Pablic MS. Documents. The 
Marquis of Hastings, Parliamentary Reports, etc, ) 
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CurTTACK:—The capital of the preceding district, 
situated in lat. 20° 27’ N, long. 86° 5’ E. 251 miles tra- 
vellinz distance S, W. from Calcutta. This town is built 
on a neck of land washed by two branches of the Maha- 
nuddy river, which diverge about three miles to the 
westward of the city, and in the rainy season insulate 
it, Near Cuttack the Mahanuddy during the rains is. 
about two miles from bank to bank, but in “the dry 
season it is fordable with less than three feet of water, 
At this station there are large and solid embankments 
mostly faced with cut stone, having a descent of steps 
to the water, which are essential to the preser- 
vation of the town of Cuttack and the military 
cantonments, both of which would otherwise be 
annually inundated. It is said that the Cutjoury, 
which passes the south side of the town, and Muha- 
nuddy, which passes the north side, have been ascer- 
tained to rise during great floods eight feet above the 
level of the town, The town is tolerably neat and 
regular, and the roads adjacent kept in good repair 
by the Magistrates, An officer who was present at 
its capture from the Maharattas, in 1803, then esti- 
mated its inhabitants at 100,000 souls,but this number 
appears out of all proportion to the .population of 
the district, and its existing condition while under the 
Maharatta government, The fort named Barrabuttee 
stands about a mile N. W. from Cuttack. Travelling 
distance from Nagpoor 482 miles; from Hyderabad 651; 


from Madras 779, and from Delhi 902 miles.—(Richard- 
son, Rennel, Upton etc,) 
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BARRABUTTEE :—This fortress is of a rectangular 
‘from, containing an area of about 80 acres, surrounded 
by a ditch 130 feet wide, 20 deep, filled from the river 
Mahanuddy, and inhabited by a numerous and ancient 
stock of alligators, When capture in 18083, the area was 
enclosed by double stone walls of various dimensions, 
and a large square cavalier in the centre, considerably 
elevated, so as to command the adjoining country, The 
garrison was.reported to consist of 2000 men, mostly 
Seiks and Arabs, with about 20 pieces of bad ordnance 
mounted on the walls. lt was stormed by a British 
detachment from Bengal in the most gallant manner, 
and taken with little loss, but, aus generally happens 
on similar occasions, the treasure escaped (Asiatic 
Journal, Leckie, Upton etc.) 


MAHANUDDY :——( Mahanadt the great river)— 


This river has its source in the province of 
Gundwana, but the exact spot has not been ascertained, 
that portion of Hindostan being as yet but very im- 
perfectly explored. It is first discovered in the 
neighbourhood otf Kyraghbur, from whence it flows 
east towards the Bay of Bengal, with an uncommonly 
1vinding course, watering many wild Gond jungles, 
Sumbhulpoor, and part of Orissa, until it arrives in 
the district of Cuttack, where it is augmented by 
various streams, and at last reaches the sea, after 
having performed a course of about 550 miles, inclu- 
ding the windings. 
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About three miles to the westward of Cuttack 
Town, the Cutjoura branch, separating from the Muba- 
nuddy, flows to the southward of the town, while the 
Muhbanuddy passing under the fort of Barrabuttee to 
the north, bends its course to the Bay of Bengal, which 
it joins at False Point, having insulated a considerable 


tract of country in the shape of a Delta (Leckie, Blunt, 
etc, etc. ) 


BURRUAH ( Bharwa )—A town in Orissa, 27 


miles N. N, E. from Cuttack. Lat 20°45’ N. long. 
86°21’ E. 


CAULAHANDY— A. town in Orissa, 95 miles S. 


by W. from Sumbhbulpoor, Lat, 19°49’ N. long. 
83°12’ E. 


JEGHEDERPOOR (/nghirdarpur )I—A town in the 
Orissa, 20 mile south from Bustar. Lat 19°14" N. long 
82°28’ E, under this town a considerable river runs 
named the Indowty (Indravaty) the bed of wvhich at 
this place is very rocky, and not fordable at any time 
of the year, There is a small fort on a peninsula 
formed by the winding of the river, \wvhich in the rainy 
season overflows its banks, and forms a lake of 
considerable dimensions ( J. B, Blunt, etc. ). 


NARLAH ( Nara/aya )—A town in Orissa, 37 
miles E. from Bustar Lat. ]9°37' N, long. 83°2' E, 


JyAroor—A town in Orissa, 70 miles N. W, from 
Vizagapatam Lat, 18°25’ N, long, 82°43' E. 


qT Jagdalpur, tho capital of Bustar State. 
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AUL—A town in the province of Orissa, district 
of Cuttack 50 miles from the town of Cuttack in a 
north-east direction. The tribute paid by the pro- 
prietor is 26,686 rupees; his remaining profit estimated 
at 15,000, This is a valuable property, and, although: 
only tributary, is situated within the Mogulbundee: 
or that part of the district subject to the British regula- 
tions. ln extreme dimensions it is reckoned 20 miles 
from north to south, and 19 from east to «west 
(Richardson, etc.). 


JAGErOOR ( /ehajpoor )—A town in the Cuttack 
district, 35 miles N. N, E. from the town of that 
name. Lat 20°52' N, long. 86°24’ E. It stands on the: 
south side of the Byturnee river, which is here in the 
rains ncarly half a mile broad. This isa large straggl- 
ing town, in which a good deal of cloth is made. 
During the Mogul Government, it was a place of 
importance, and the remains of several Mahommedan 
edifices are still visible. The mosque was built by 
Abou Hassin Khan, who,in an inscription, is very ex- 
travagant in the praises of his own mosque, although. 
it is remarkably ill proportioned, having a large dome 
and small pillars, The country around is much inter- 
sected with small rivers and water courses. 


The principality of Jagepoor in Orissa was in- 
vaded by Toghan Khan, the Mahommedan Governor 
of Bengal, in A. D, 1243, at which period itappearsto 
have beena state of some strength, as the Raja not 
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only defeated Toghban Khan, but persued him into 
Bengal, where he beseiged Gour, the metropolis. The 
approach of reinforcements from Oude compelled him 
subsequently to retreat. The Mahommedans were 
again totally defeated by the Raja of Jagepoor in 1258, 
There is no record at what time this place fell finally 
under the domination of the Mahommedans, who 
possessed it until expelled by the Maharattas (Leckie, 
Stewart, Upton etc.), 


KuNKA—A town in the province of Orissa, 
district of Cuttack, 80 miles N, E, from the town 
of Cuttack, This is the capital of one of the tribu- 
tary estates in Cuttack subject to the British regu- 
lations, the exact limits of which have never been 
ascertained, but which have been roughly estimated 
at 75 miles from north to south, by 50 from east 
to west, Prior to the acquisition of Cuttack by the 
British, the Raja of Kunka, who possessed this in- 
undated and unhealthy tract of country, had long 
baffied the Maharatta generals in all their attempts 
to subdue to him, The Maharattas had been accus- 
tomed to embark troops and artillery on large 
unwieldy flat bottomed boats, unmanageable in large 
streams or near the sea, in consequence of u+1vhich, 
their ill-constructed fleets always fella prey to the 
Raja's light armed vessels, which were long, narrow, 
with barricadoes to cover the men, and some of them 
having 100 paddles or roas. When thes? squadrons 
met, the oriya boats moved quickly round the heavy 
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Maharatta armada, and picked off the men with their 
matchlocks, until the remainder were compelled to 
surrender, when they were carried into a captivity 
from whence they seldom returned, the pernicious at- 
mosphere of these morasses permitting none to live but 
the aborigines. 


On this account the Kunka chief and his country 
were viewed with vast horror by the Maharattas, 
and when Cuttack devolved to the British Govern- 
ment, its subjugation presented a task of real difficul- 
ty, as square rigged vessels could navigate but few 
of the shallow rivers at ebb tide, and the Ooreas were 
very expert at stockading both their country and 
streams. The perseverance and determination however 
of the British commander overcame every obstacle, and 
baving, by a well concerted enterprise. in March 1805, 
captured some of the Kunka Raja’s boats a detach- 
ment made their way in them to Kunkagur, which so 
staggered the chieftain’s fortitude. that he came out 
and surrendered, and with this operation, and not 
before, the conquest of Cuttack may be said to have 
terminated, At present the annual tribute paid to the 
British government is 19,132 rupees, and the esti- 
mated revenue enjoyed by the proprietor one lack. 
This territory produces rice, and salt in large quanti- 
ties, also some sugarcane, cotton, honey, and wax 
(Asiatic Journal, Richardson etc. etc.) 


PoINT PALMIRrRAS—A small town and promontory 
in the province of Orissa district of Cuttack. Lat 20° 
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43’ N., long. 87° 5' B. In favourabie weather, Bengal 
pilot schooners for the river Hooghly are frequently 
met «with as soon as this cape is passed, 


DEKNaALL (Dakshin Alay, the southern residence) — 
The capital of a tributary zemindary in the province 
of Cuttack, 40 miles N, N. W from the town of Cuttack, 
Lat. 20° 58° N, long 85° 48" E, ‘The extreme dimensi- 
ons of this zemindary are 112 miles from east to west, 
and 87 from north to south, the produce consists of 
rice, cotton, sugarcane, timber, dammer, iron, honey, 
and wax, The annual tribute paid into the Cuttack 
treasury is 4780 rupees; the estimated profit remaining 
to the zemindar 50, 000 rupees, 


In 1814, charges were preferred by several persons 
‘against Krishna Singh, the Raja of Deknall for excess- 
es and injustice committed on their persons and proper- 
ty, The situation of the parties and their exemption 
from the operation of the British laws and regulations, 
although the outrages alleyed were fully substantiated, 
prevented the interference of the Magistrate further 
than to levy a five on the Raja, to make adecjuate 
compensation for the amount of the property plundered, 
in hopes that the example would havea sulutary effect, 
until a better police could be established. No regular 
system of judicature, bowever, has yet been established 
in the tributary estates, defining the nature or degree 
of punishment for public misdemeanours, The prior 


Raja of Deknall was Ramcbunder Singh, the father of 
Krishna Singh (Richardson etc,), 
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BAMRAGHUR— A town in the Orissa province, 80 
miles N. W. from Cuttack, Lat. 21°3’ N. long, 85° 2‘ E. 
To the south of this place are some iron mines and 
forges. 


AUTGHUR— This place stands in the midst of a 
wild and woody country about 14 miles N, W. from 
town of Cuttack, On the north itis bounded by the 
tributary state of Durpun, and on the west by the 
fortress of Tigria. Owing to the quantity and density 
of the jungle, the country is reckoned very unhelthy, 
and its extreme dimensions are 15 miles east to west, by 
12 from north to south, The annual tribute paid by 
the zemindar is 6868; the total produce in its present 
state is only estimated at 19,000 rupees per annum. The 
articles produced are rice and various sorts of grain, 
tobacco, cotton, sugarcane, and oil, (Richardson &c). 


NARSINGAH— A town in Orissa, 60 miles W, by 
XN. from Cuttack Lat. 20° 37’ N. 85° 11 E. 


ONGoLOoGUR—{(Angula-ghar) The capital of a 
large zemindary in the Cuttack district, situated 59 
miles W. from the town of Cuttack, Lat. 20°32’ 
N. long. 85°11" E. This territory is bounded on the 
north by the Brahminy river; on the east by the 
hereditary state of Talchere, and in extreme dimen- 
sions 1s 125 miles from north to south by 10 from 
east. to west, This tract produces rice and most of 
the common Indian grains, also cotton, oil, wax. 
honey, iron and timber. The proprietor collects 
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annually about 10,000 rupees, from a tax levied at 
Pergurparah Ghaut on all merchandize passing that 
road. The annual tribute of the zemindary attached to 
this place is 1550 rupees, the estimated profit of the 
zamindar 25,000. Much of the country is still in a 
state of nature, and covered with jungle, 


In 1814, the succession of this tributary zemin- 
dary was disputed by twoclaimants, Lokanauth Singh 
and Prithee Singh, as heirs to Zorawar Singh. Both 
were strongly suspected of illegitimacy, which was 
established against the first, although his mother had 
burned herself with Zorawar Singhb’s corps, an honour 
which would not have been allowed if she would have 
been a slave, this painful distinction being reserved 
exclusively for persons of free birth. On the death of 
Zorawar Singh; he was succeeded by his younger 
brother, Jeysingh, who held the estate about three 
months, when Prithee Singh, his half-brother murdered 
him and his three children, and took possession of 
the property. After a very tedious investigation, it 
was established, that Prithee Singh had no legal title 
to the estate, and that the rightful owner was 
Somnauth Singh (whose father Gopinauth had been 
the elder brother of Prithee Singh) who was accord- 
dingly put in possession, and recognized by the 
British functionaries as the legitimate heir (Richard- 
son, public MS. Documents etc.) 


BANKEE—A town in the province of Cuttack, 
the capital of a tributary zémirdary, 30 miles west 
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from the town of Cuttack, The extreme dimensions 
of this estate from north to south are 30 miles, and 25 
from east to west, The produce consists of coarse 
rice, sugarcane, cotton, oil, tobacco and different sorts 
of grain, The annual tribute paid to government is 
Rs. 4162; the supposed profit of the zemindar 20,000 
rupees, 


KHoorpas—The Khoordah Raja is hereditary 
high priest of Juggernauth, and keeper of the idol’s 
wardrobe, Khoordahghur his residence, is situated 
about 20 miles S.W. of Cuttack, and 15 west of Piply. 
It is enclosed by a depth of impervious forest to the 
extent of many miles, carefully trained to grow in a 
close matting of the most thorny thickets, the only 
avenues to the interior being through defiles strongly 
fortified. The principal entrance in 1804 was from 
the eastward, communicating with the road leading 
to Piply, which was also strengthened in the native 
manner, and there were two other accessible entrances, 
one from the north-west and the other from the west. 


Soon after the conquest of Cuttack, this pergu- 
nnah became remarkable for its hostility to the British 
government and at length became so turbulent, that 
to preserve the tranquillity of the district, it became 
necessary to secure the person of the Raja, Muckund 
Deo, then 18 years of age, and retain him in custody 
at Midnapoor, For the accomplishment of this object, 
in 1804, three separate attacks were made on Khoordah- 
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:ghur; on which occasion, the route persued by tbe 
troops was along the banks of the Mahanuddy, through 
.a picturesque country, diversified by hill, dale and 
water scenery. After penetrating with much physical 
difficulty but little loss, through a great depth of 
forest, the detachment reached a vale of an oval form, 
about three miles long by two in width, the whole 
under rice cultivation, and ready for reaping. This 
vale contained also a mangoe grove and neat village; 
but the Raja resided on a hill at the south end; the 
approach to which was strongly stockaded and forti- 
fied with several barriers, and a well constructed 
stone wall surrounding a portion of the summit, within 
which dwelt the Raja and his family, with their princi- 
pal officers and domestics. By a series of well concer- 
ted operations, the whole multitude were here pent 
up, and a scarcity of provisions ensuing, a great pro- 
portion of them dispursed by night, leaving only a 
garrison of one thousand men, After few uveeks 
.endeavours, rendered difficult by the complicated and 
unintelligible form of the enemy’s works, the 
external defences were stormed under a heavy but 
ill-directed fire, until at length the base of the 
stone wall and gate way were attained, leading 
into the body of the place, on the summit of the 
hill. Another party which had gone by a more circuit- 
ous route, having got over the wall, proceeded to the 
gate way, nnd let in the rest when they all proceeded 
.against the Raja’s dwelling, he having recently fled 
through another gate way at the foot of the hill, With 
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this terminated the siege of Khoordahghur,, but the: 
troops being much exhausted were unable to persue- 


the Raja, however, a short time subsequent, volun, 
tarily came in and surrendered himself. 


After all oppositions had been in this manner: 
subdued, the British government with great liberality 
restored him to his function in the temple, but to. 
prevent the recurrence of tumult and ‘commotion, 
retained the management of the zemindary of Kho- 
ordah, allowing him a commission on the revenues of 
24 per cent, In this state matters continued until 
1817, in which year the lower classes and pykes, or 
local militia of the pergunnah, stimulated, as was 
supposed, by Juggoo Bundoo, the Raja’s dewan, rose 
unexpectedly in rebellion, and being protected by the 
jungle notwithstanding numberless checks wherever 
they could be got at, continued for several months to. 
keep the province in such a state of ferment, that it 
became necessary to send for reinforcements from, 
Bengal, and also to secure the persons of the Raja and, 
bis son, which vas accordingly done, and they arrived. 
at Cuttack, on the 11th June, 1817, from whence it; 
was intended to forward them to Calcutta, (Asiati¢. 
Journal. Public M. S. Documents. etc.) 

MARICKPOORT—A town in the province of Orissa, 
district of Cuttack, 40 miles S. E. from the town of 
Cuttack. The extreme dimension of the. zemindary 
attached to this town, is reckoned nine miles from: 


€ Marichpur.’ 
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north to south; and six from east to west, The 
Produce consists of rice, salt, cotton, and sugarcane. 
The tribute paid to the government is 3120 rupees, 
the estimated profit 29,000 of which 4000 rupees are 
from salt (Richardson, etc). 


AHMEDPOOR—A town in Orissa 11 miless N. from 
Juggernauth. Lat. 19° 58’ N. long. 85°54'E, 


PiPLY (P:ppal/e)—A town in Orissa, 27 miles from 
Cuttack, Lat, 20° 5’ N., long. 85° 58’ E. 


JUGGERNAUTH—{ /ugatnat/:z4}—A celebrated place 
‘of Hindoo worship on the sea-coast of Orissa, District of 
‘Cuttack, esteemed the most sacred of all their religious 
establishments, Lat. 19° 49” N, long. 85° 54” E. 47 
miles S, by E, from thetownof Cuttack in a southerly 
direction, on the high road from thence to Ganjam., 
The temple containing the idol is in ill-formed shape- 
less mass of decayed granite no way remarkable but 
as an object of Hindoo veneration, situated about one 
mile and a half from the shore. The country around 
is extremly sterile, the town and temple being encom- 
passed by low and hills. From the sea the temple or 
pagoda forms an excellent land mark on a coast 
without any discrimating object for navigators, It is 
surrounded by a large, populous. filthy, ill built town, 
called Pooree, inhabited by a bad looking, sickly 
Hindoo population, composed mostly of the officiating 
priests, and officers attached to the various depart- 
ments dependant on the idol. For ten miles in cir- 
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cumference round the temple on the land side, taking 
the temple for the central point, and the sea shore for 
the chord, the space enclosed, thereby is called the 
holy land of Juggernauth, its sanctity being esteemed 
such, as to ensure future beatitude to the Hindoo who- 
dies within its bounds. By Abul Fazlin 1852, this 
place is described as follows:—*“In town. of Poorset- 
tem,on the banks of the sea, stands the temple of Juger- 
nauth, near to which are the images of Krishen, his 
brother, and their sister, made of sandal wood, which 
are said to be 4000 years old.” With respect to the 
origin of this image we have the following legend. 
narrated in various mythological histories. 


Angada, a hunter, while engaged in the chase- 
discharged an arrow but instead of hitting the. prey 
for which it was intendedit pierced Krishna who 
happened to be sitting under a tree so that he died 
and some unknouwn person having collected the bones 
of that incarnation, put them intoa box. About this- 
time a king named Indradhumna was performing 
austere worship to Vishnu who directed him to form: 
the image of Juggernauth and to put the bones into 
its belly, by the doing of which action he would obtain 
the fruit of his devotion. The king asked who would 
make the image and was told Viswacarma the archi- 
tect of the Gods. To this deified mechanic he in 
consequence began to perform austere worship which 
had such efficacy that Viswvacarma undertook to finish. 
the job in one month provided he was not disturbed... 
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He accordingly commenced by building a temple upon 
an elevation called the blue mountain in Orissa in the 
course of one night ‘and then began to form the 
image in the temple; but the king was impatient 
and after 15 days went and looked at the image in 
consequence of which Viswacarma refused to go on 
and left it unfinished, The king was much disconcert- 
ed andin his distress offered up prayers to Brahma 
who told him not to grieve too much for he would 
make the image famous even in its present imperfect 
shape. Being thus encouraged, king Indradhumna in- 
vited all the demigods to attend the setting of it up, 
on which occasion Brahma gave it eyes. and by perform- 
ing worship to it, established its fame. 


According to report the original image now lies 
ina pool at Juggernauth Kshetra and it is also said 
that every third year the Brahmins construct a new 
one, into which the bones of Krishna are removed, 
and that while performing this exchange, the officiat- 
ing Brahmin acts with his eyes bandaged, lest the 
effulgence if the sacred relics should strike him dead. 
The image exhibited at present is a carved block of 
wood, having a frightful visage painted black, with a 
distended mouth of a bloody colour, the eyes and 
head very large, without legs or hands; and only frac- 
tions of arms; but at grand ceremonies he is supplied 
with gold or silver arms. In the interior the attend- 
ing Brahmins, bathe. wipe him, and carry him about 
like the stump of a tree. The other two idols of his 
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brother and sister are of a white and yellow colour, 
and each have distinct places alloted them within 
the temple. 


The ruth, or car on which these divinities are 
elevated, 60 feet high, resembles the general form of 
Hindoo pagodas, supported by {very strong frames 
placed on four or five rows of wheels, which deeply 
indent the ground as they turn under their ponderous 
load. He is accompanied by two other idols, his 
brother Bulram and his sister Shubudra, who sit on 
thrones, nearly of equal height. The upper part of 
the cars are covered with English broad cloth, supplied 
by the British Government, and are striped red and 
white, blue and yellow, and decorated with streamers 
and other ornaments, Both the walls of the temple 
and sides of the machine are covered with indecent 
sculptures. During the Ruth Jattra, the celebration 
of which varies from the middle June to the middle 
of July according to the lunar year, the three images, 
are brought forth with much ceremony and uprour, 
and having mounted their carriage. the immense 
machine is pushed and dragged along, amidst the 
shouts and clamours of a prodigious multitude, to 
what is called the idol’s garden house, or country 
residence, distant from the temple only one mile and a 
balf, but the motion is so slow, that the getting over 
this space usually occupies three or four days, On 
these occasions scenes of great horror frequently occur, 
both from accident, and self devotion, under the wheels 
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-of the tower, which passing over the body of the 
victim inflict instant death by crushing the 
body into pieces ; and their bruised and lacrated cara- 
‘casses are frequently left exposed on the spot for many 
days after their destruction. Superstition is here seen 
in its least disguised and most disgusting form; the 
‘songs and gestures of the car drivers are indecent, and 
the external paintings to the last degree obscene. 
Some of the latter may be attributed to the mystical 
allusions of Hindoo mythology, others to the inherent 
beastliness of the people, some to the incubation of a 
lazy and pampered priesthood, 


While the festival lasts, devotees and religious 
mendicants of all descriptions, are seen in crowds 
endeavouring to stimulate the charity of the multitude, 
by a great variety of ingenious,whimsical, and prepos- 
terous devices. Some remain all day with their head 
on the ground, and their feet in the air; others with 
“their bodies entirely covered with earth, Some cram 
their eyes with mud, and their mouth with straw ; 
while others lie extended in a puddle of water. One 
man is seen with his foot tied to his neck, another with 
.a pot of fire on his belly ; a third enveloped with a net 
work of ropes, Nor are the officiating Brahmins idle 
on these emergencies, on the contrary all the resources 
of superstition and priestcraft are brought into active 
operation, and every offering, from a sweet-meat to 
Jack of rupees, grasped at with the most importunate 
zapacity, 
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* At Juggernauth there are 13 annual festivals ; viz. 


1. Chandana ଶକଭ A sweet scented powder, 

2. Snana sa The bathing festival. 

38, Ruth ଖା ଛି The car festival, 

4, Bahura vo Ditto returning, 

5. Shayana କଡ The lying down festival, 

6. Janma ନ The Birth festival, 

7. Kojagara ଡି The waking festival 

8. Rasa ro The Rasa festival, 

9. Urana ଶା ଡୈ The warm clothing festival, 
10. Abhisbaca କି The anointing festival. 
11. Macura ଶକ A sign of the zodiac festival, 
12. Dola eve The swinging festival. 
13. Rama Navami,.. Rama’s birth-day festival. 


Such Hindoos as perform this pilgrimage contrive 
to arrive at four particular times, when the swinging, 
the sweet scented, the bathing, and the car festivals 
take place; but much the greater number at the swinging 
and car festivals; some go and return immediately, 
while others sojourn for two or three months, After 
the preliminary ceremonies are gone through and the 
fees paid, the pilgrim goes and looks at the image, he 
next bathes in the sea, and then returning to the 
temple, purchases some rice which has been recently 
offered to Juggernauth, and with it performs the obse- 
quies of his deceased ancestors, During his stay he 
attends the daily solemnities and makes offerings 
through the Brahmins of rice and other articles to 
Juggernauth. For payment, the officiating priests 
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supply him with food ready dressed, which is parti- - 
cularly nutritious, as having been first presented to - 
Juggernauth, who eats (by proxy) 52 times each day. 

The penitent also feasts the Brahmins, and eats with 

all descriptions of pilgrims, of whatever caste, Various - 
reasons are assigned and stories told, all equally irratio- 

nal, to account for the singular exception of permitting 

an act to be done here, which performed anywhere else 

would render the individual a miserable outcast. 

All Hindoos eagerly accept whatever has been offered 

to an idol, hence it is common to observe flowers which 

have been so offered stuck in their hair, and the water: 
which has been offered to Juggernauth is preserved 

and sipped occasionally as a cordial, The appellation. 
of Juggernauth (Jagat Natha, lord of the world) is- 
merely one of the 1000 names of Vishnu, the presever- 

ing power, according to the Brahminical theology. 


The concourse of pilgrims to this temple is so 
immense, that at 50 miles distance its approach may be 
known by the quantity of human bones which are 
strewed by the way. Some old persons come to die at 
Juggernauth, and many measure the distance by their 
length on the ground; but besides these voluntary suff- 
erings, many endure great hardships both when 
travelling, and while they reside here, from exposure 
to the weather, bad food and water, and other evils, 
Many perish by dysentry, and the surrounding 
country abounds with seulls and human bones; but the 
vicinity of Juggernauth, to the sea, and the arid nature: 
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of the soil,assist to prevent the contagion which would 
otherwise be generated. When this object of their 
misplaced veneration is first perceived, the multitude 
.of pilgrims shout aloud, and fall to the ground to 
worship it, 


A road from Calcutta, in the direction of Jugger- 
nauth had long been avn object highly desirable, consi- 
dered merely in respect to the reputed sanctity of the 
temple; it was however more essential in a military 
point of view for the purpose of affording a communi: 
cation between the provinces immediately dependant on 
Bengal, and the territories subject to the presidency of 
Madras. It happened fortunately, that in 1810, Raja 
Sookmoy Roy, an opulent Hindoo inhabitant of Cal- 
cutta, offered to contribute one lack and a half of 
rupees ( £16,900 ) towards the accomplishment of this 
object; the road when completed to be designated by 
his name. He died soon after the payment of the 
money into the treasury, but the undertaking has been 
prosecuted in conjunctioon with his heirs, The line of 
this road runs from Juggernauth through the towns 
.of Cuttack, Balasore, Midnapoor, and Kerpoy, until 
it meets with the great western military road, about 
.20 miles north from the place last mentioned, compre- 
hending a total distance of 290 miles. According 
to the original plan the average height of the road 
was intended to be six feet, 42 broad at the 
‘base, and 30 at the surface, but these measrue- 
.ements must vary according to the localities; 
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in some places reaching to 30 feet high, and 80° 
broad. Between Cuttack and Juggernauth a direct 
diatance of 47 miles, no less than 27 stone bridges are 
required, This road was began in 1813, and is still 
going on; but with respect to the pilgrims, the merit 
of their peregrination being a proportion to the 
hardships they sustain, every arrangement tending to: 
render the holy place more accessible, and their: 
immediate sufferings less, in the same proportion 
diminishes the merit of the pilgrimage, and nullifies 
the contemplated expiation. Raja Sookmoy Roy in 
contributing so largely to the construction of this road, 
was of course, anxious to do a praise-worthy action 
according to his own opinions, without scrutinizing: 
too closely \vhat might eventually be its result, But 
he was also perfectly sensible of the advantage that 
would be derived from it by the British Government, 
and so far his contribution may be considered as a 
mark of respect and gratitude to that Government, for 
the protection afforded to him and his countrymen 
generally; more especially in matters relating to their 
religious manners, customs, and sentiments, 


In 1814 the Bengal Government authorised the 
expenditure of a sum of money, for the purpose of 
making certain alterations in the barrier to the bridge 
over the Athara stream, the principal passage by 
which the pilgrims enter the town of Juggernauth; 
which improvements were esseutially necessary to 
Prevent the recurrence of serious casualties among the 
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.multitude, The old area was too confined, and the 
great part of the space enclosed was occupied by a 
tank full of putrid stagnant water, When a great 
concourse of pilgrims were collected, this enclosure was 
entirely filled but the great damage occurred when the 
two gates, both of moderate size, were thrown open. 
On this being done, the enthusiastic crowd rushed with 
frantic haste to gain admission, regardless of conse- 
quences; and in the fray, weaker persons, females, aged 
men and children, perished in considerable numbers. 
The improvements Suggested for enlarging the area, 
and augmenting the size and number of gates were 
calculated to preclude the recurrence of similar cala- 
mities and also to enable the revenue officers to collect 
the tax to the latest period, and with increased regu- 
larity. A medical establishment of native doctors was 
also fixed at Juggernauth, to afford assistauce to sick 
and infirm pilgrims it being discovered that an institu- 
tion of that description had subsisted during the domi- 
nation of the Mahbarattas. 


When the province of Cuttack was conquered 
from the Maharattas, the British Government succee- 
ded to all their rights as sovereigns, and consequently 
to the revenue derived from the resort of Hindoo 
pilgrims to the temple of Juggernauth possession was 
accordingly taken of the town and temple on the 18th 

. of September, 1803, the sacred will of the idol baving 
been first ascertained through the medium of the 
. officiating priest, From the 1st of May 1806, to the 
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30th of April 1807, the sum realised here amounted 
to 117, 490 rupees; the annual expenditure was about 
56, 000 rupees, To provide for this expenditure, in 
addition to the established endowments, consisting of 
lands and villages, an allowance of 20 percent on the 
net receipts arsing from the tax on pilgrims was grant- 
ed by the British Government, In 1810, the receipts 
exceeded the disbursements on account of the temple, 
in the sum of 12, 645 rupees, The Court of Directors 
in their remarks on this fact dated the 28th October 
1814 declare that they do not consider the tax on 
pilgrims as a source of revenue but merely as a fund 
for keeping the temple in repair. In 1813 the net re- 
ceipts exceeded those of the preceeding year in the 
sum of 30, 876 arising from the greater number of 
pilgrims resorting to the temple during that year, the 
surplus was devoted to the improvement of the road 
to Juggernauth and to other circumstances connected 
with the temple. The following is an abstract of the 
zeceipts and expenditure for 1813: 


Amount of collections from the 
pilgrims at the tolls ..« 87,084 rupees 


oe 75 


Total receipts 87,159 


Miscellaneous receipts 
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Deduct collector’s establishment 

and contingencies 17257 
Net receipts 69,902 
Amount issued from the public 
up the deficiency of the receipts 


at the treasury to make 
temple sv 29,882 


Value of broad cloth issued from 
warehonse the Company’s 


important 1,505 
Sundries 90: 
31,417 


Collections from land assigned as 

an endowment to the temple... 20,643. 
Amount of authorised collections 

at the temple on account of the 

sale of holy food &c. &c 5,997 


ran ret: 


Total expense of the temple 57,877 


Amount of net receipts as above 69, 905 
Ditto public expenditure ditto 31,417 


Balance remaining to Government Rs. 38,485 


In 1814-15, the net collections amounted to 135,667 
rupees, and the number of taxed pilgrims, assembled 
in May and June was stated to be 77,323, exclusive of 
those (always much the greater number) exempted from 
taxation. In 1815-16, the gross receipts amounted to 
86027 rupees, and the total charges to 74,880 rupees, 
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Jeaving a net balance of only 11,147 rupees, In June 
and July of the year last mentioned, the taxable pil- 
grims only amounted to 5444 persons, 


Besides the fees received at the temple, votive 
offerings and deeds of gift are made to Jugg:rnauth, all 
over Hindostan; his priests having statio 1ary agents 
in all the great towns who collect and transmit the 
sums received either by a bill of exchanze, or more 
frequently by merchandize. By a regulation of the 
Bengal Government in 1809, the superintendance of 
the temple, its interior economy, and the controul of 
the priests, officers, and servants attached to the 
service of the idol, were vested in the Raja of 
Khoordah, who was directed on all occasions to be 
guided by the recorded rules and institutions of the 
temple, or by ancient and established usage. In this 
charge the Rajas of Khoordah «vere to be continued, 


so long as the propriety of their conduct justified the 
appointment, 


For the purpose of preventing persons, either 
clandestinely or forcibly, entering anywhere but at 
the places established for admission, there is a strong 
barrier made by a hedge of prickly bamboos, where 
access is not prevented by small branches of rivers, 
and there is guard of soldiers placed to prevent their 
entering the town or temple until they have paid the 
pilgrim tax, for which purpose persons liable to the 
pilgrim tax are divided into the following classes, 
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1st. LAuL JATTRIES. Of this class those coming 
from the north pay 10 rupees, and those from the south 
six rupees, with free access to the temple for 
30 days. 


2ND. THE NEEM LAULS. From the north, five; 
from the south three rupees; access 10 days. 


83RD. THE BHURRUNGS cither from the north or 
south pay two rupees; access four days. 


4TH. Tit: Ponj TIRTAEES, This class comprehends 
persons of low caste who pay two rupees whether 
from the north or south. They are not allowed to 
enter the temple but are permitted to perform the 
customary ceremonies on the outside of it for 16 days. 
It is optional with all persons who visit the interior of 
the temple to enrol themselves under whatever class 
they may prefer on payment of the prescribed rate 
of tax. 


In conformity with long established usage the 
following classes of persons are exempted from pay- 
ment of thetax on pilgrims at Juggernauth: viz, 
Byraghies, Sunyasies, Dundies, Brihmachbaries, Mohunts, 
Gossains, Khomarties and Nagas who are all devotees, 
mendicants and religious persons, The inhabitants 
born within the Byturnee north and Rossicolla rivers 
south ( the holy land of Juggernauth ) are also 
exempted, as are all persos who have resided with their 
families for a period of ten years within the 
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said limits, Individuals who carry Ganges water 
to Juggernautb, and actually pour it over the 
idol, and persons resorting tothe town of Juggernauth- 
poor, for trade, or for any other purpose than 
pilgrimage, also escape the tax at the barrier but 
these last are prohibited during the 12 days, while the 
great festival of Ruth Jattra continues, Pilgrims in a 
state of actual poverty, on declaring their condition to 
be such, under prescribed ceremonies, are allowed 
access for three days, and the British Sepoys of the 
Hindoo persuasion are exempted from all taxes on 
admission to the temple, but access to the interior is 
denied to the British Magistrate, Pilgrims from the 
north, as they approach the river Byturnee (Vaiturani) 
perform certain funeral solemunities, while others make 
offerings of cowvs to the Brahmins, and cross the river 
by laying hold of the corwv’s tail. The fabulous river 
of the infernal regions, which the souls of the dead 
have to cross, is also named the Vaiturani, and 
according to the Brabminical doctrines the gift of a 
cow to a priest at the dying hour, enables the deceased 
to cross without damage, although its waters be at 
the boiling temperature, 


Among the voluminous documents published by 
order of Parliament, in 1818, there is no official 
estimate of the number of pilgrims resorting annually 
to this temple, and the revenue produced furnishes no 
data, so many classes being exempted, Dr, Carey is 
.of opinion that, on the lowest calculation 1,200,000 
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persons attend annually, of whom. a very great number 
never return. The town adjacent to the temple is 
named Pooree and also Pursottom, and to it merchants, 
traders, and others going to the markets have access; 
but not to the temple without express permission, 
One of the most important periods of pilgrimage is in 
March, when the Dole Jattrah takes place, the other in 
July, when the Ruth Jattrah is celebrated. Besides 
this one. Juggernauth has many other temples 
throughout Hindostan and more especially in Bengal, 
but this is by far the most renowned for sanctity and 
antiquity. Orissa, where this temple is situated, 
was one of the last conquest of the Mahommedans, at 
a period when the fervour of their bigotry had much 
abated, which partly accounts for the duration and 
still flourishing existence of the edifice, Travelling 
distance from Calcutta 311 miles; from Nagp»or 500 
miles; from Benaras 512; from Madras 719; from Delhi 
910 and from Bombay 1052 miles,—( Parliamentary 


Reports and MS. Documents, Ward, C Buckanan, 
Richardson, Rennell, Buller etc. etc. etc, ) 


MANICKPATM—A town in Orissa, situated on the 
narrow bank which separates the Chilka lake from the 
Bay of Bengal. Lat, 19°41‘ N, long. 85° 29’ E. 60 miles 
S. by W. from Cuttack. 


BHANrPOOr—A town in the province of Orissa, 65 
miles S.W.from Cuttack, Lat. 19°48' N., long. 85°28' E. 
During the insurrection of the Pykes this was for some 
time the head-quarters of the 2nd battalion, 18th Regi- 
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‘ment of Bengal Native Infantry, commanded by Major 
William Hamilton; who along with nearly all his detach- 
ment, fell a victim to the unhealthiness of the post. 
This officer joined the Bengal army when only 15 years 
of age, and on the 4th of May, 1799 when little more 
than 17 entered the breach at the storming of Seringa- 
patam with the grenadiers of his battalion. He 
subsequently serve as a subaltern in many other quarters 
during the intervals of leisure devoting his attention 
to the study of the Asiatic languages, in some of which 
.( the Arabic, Persian and Maharatta ) he attained so 
remarkable a proficiency, that he was appointed under 
Mr. Elphinstone to the escorts at Nagpoor and Poona, 
with a view to his assistance in the diplomatic depart- 
ment. After taking the usual furlough to Europe, he 
‘rejoined the Bengal army, and served through the 
Nepaulese campaign, but as happened to many other 
officers without any opportunity of distinguishing 
himself. From the Himalaya mountains he was marched 
southto the salt swamps of Cuttack, where he met his 
fate on the 9th April, 1818 at the premature age of 37 
and now lies buried at Juggernauth. Like almost all 
really brave men, his manners were so singularly gentle 
and inoffensive and his disposition so kind and charit- 
able, that he probably never had an enemy, By his 
personal friends he was sincerely loved, and among 
these may be mentioned, as best known to fame, Sir 
Johu Malcolm aud Sir James Mackintosh. 
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Boap (Bodha)—A large fenced village in the 
province of Orissa, situated on the south side of the 
Mahanuddy river, which at this place in the month of 
October is one mile and a half broad. Lat. 20°32' N, 
long. 84°10’ E. 124 miles west from Cuttack, The face 
of the whole country, in this neighbourhood is moun- 
tainous, interspersed with vallies, from four to 16 miles 
in circumference. The villages are fenced with kamboos 
to protect the inhabitants and their cattle from «wild 
beasts, and in the fields the women are seen holding 
plough, while the female children drive the oxen, The 
Boad territory commands some of the principal 
gasses into the Cuttack Division, By the engagements 
concluded vith the Boad chiefs, in 18083, they vere 
liberated from the payment of any tribute to the 
Mabhbarattas, and guaranteed in the possession of their 
estates on condition that they faithfully discharged 
their duties as tributaries to the British government 
( Ist Register, Treaties, &c. ) 


RamMGurR—(Ramaghara)—A town fortified in the 
native manner in the province of O,issa, situated on 
the south-side of the Mahanuddy river, 106 miles west 
from Cuttack, Lat, 20° 26‘ N, long 84° 26' E, Bry 
the arrangement made during the Marquis Wellesley’s 
administration, in 1808, the chief of this place was 
exempted from the payment of tribute to the Maha- 
raitas and had his territories guaranteed to him, on 
condition of faithfully fulfilling his duty as a tributary 
to the British Government—(Treaties &e). 
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CooLOOo{—A town in Orissa, 80 miles S,E. from 
Sumbhulpoor. Lat. 20°31'N, long, 84° 39' E, This is 
a considerable mart for the inland trade, the Berar mer- 
chants bringing their cotton to Cooloo, from whence 
they return to the interior with a load of salt, 


JUpIiMAHOO—A town in Orissa, 58 miles W, by 
S from Cuttack, Lat, 20°16’N. long, 85°18’ E, 


The northern circars. 


A large province extending along the west-side 
of the Bay of Bengal, from the 15th to the 20th degree 
of north latitude, The sea bounds it to the east, 
along a coasts of 470 miles from Mootapilly, its 
southern extremity, to Malond on the borders of the 
Chilka lake, It is divided from the provinces of 
Hyderabad, by range of small detached hills extending 
to the banks of the Godavery and to the north of that 
river separated from Gunduwana, by a gontinued range 
of mountains almost impassable for horse or \vheeled 
carriages, to the north u\wvestern extremity of the 
Circars at Goomsur. From hence the chain of hills 
curves to the eastward and with the Chilka lake, 
forms a barrier of 50 miles to the north, ‘except a 
tongue of land betwixt that lake and the sea, 

L * * * 

The native inhabitants of the Northern Circars, 
exclusive of a few Mahommedans dispersed throuzh the 
different towns, are wholly Hindoos, and may be esti- 


q, Kantilo 
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mated to exceed 3,000,000. They are composed of the 
two nations of Telinga & Oorria, Oria or Orissa formerly 
divided by the Godavery, but greatly intermixed since 
their union. They speak and write different dialects, 
and have rites, customs and characteristical traits, 
perfectly distinguishable from cach other. The four 
great castes or sub-divisions of the people are common 
in both countries, but the Orias are supposed to deviate 
less from the original institutions than the others. The 
Brahmins continue to enjoy their pre-eminence. The 
Rachewars, Rowwars and Velmas of which denomi- 
nation the principal zemindars are composed, affect the 
manner of Rajpoots, and pretend to be of the Khetri, or 
warlike class. The remainder are husbandmen, couv- 
herds, weavers ; together with the artificers hereafter 
enumerated. and maintained by the greater villages, all 
of the Sudra caste. In addition to these are the retail 
shopkeepers who are mostly of the third or Vaisya 
caste. 


The five Northern Circars when acquired by the 
East India Company, consisted of Zemindary and 
havelly lands. The first are situated in the hill country 
of the western forntier and in the plains between the 
hills and the sea, The hill zemindars, secure in the 
woody and unwholesome heights which they inhabi- 
tcd, and encouraged by the hope of an eventual asylum 
in the dominions of the Nizam and Nagpoor Raja, had 
often furnished examples of suecessful depredation 
and unpunished revolt. They were surrounded by 
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military tenants, whose lands were held on stipula- 
“tions of personal service, and whose attachment to 
their chiefs was increased by the bond of family con- 
nexion, These zemindars consisted of three classes: Ist, 
the Velmas of Telinga origin, who were driven from 
the Carnatic, in the year 1652, by the Mahommedan 
arms, and who established themselves on the borders 
of the Krishna, 2ndly, the Rachewars of the race 
of the ancient sovereigns of Orissa, who were also 
forced by the Mahommedans to relinquish the plains 
and retire: to the high land woods which form the 
western frontier. 3rdly, The Woriar, petty chieftains 
of the military tribe, who after the overthrow of 
Orissa by the Mahommedans, were enabled by their 
local situation to acquire an independent jurisdiction, 
their possessions being chiefly situated in the moun- 


tainous tract on the western boundary of Cicacole, 
» » » * 


In A.D. 1541, the Mahommedans, under the 
‘command of Mahommed Khan Leshkeree, of the 
Bhainenee Empire of Beeder, carried their arms into 
the Northern Circars, and conquered Condapilly. Nine 
years afterwards they carried their arms still further, 
and subdued all Guntoor, and the districts of Masuli- 
patam; but the country was very imperfectly reduced, 
and its subjection, in the European sense, merely 
nominal, as it appears to have been again ‘conquered 
from the Hindoo princes of Orissa about the year 1571, 
‘during the reign Ibrahim Cuttub Shah of Hyderabad 
-Oor Golconda, In 1687, these provinces, along with the 
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empire of Hyderabad, fell under the dominion of 
Aurengzebe; but he does not appear to have paid much 
attention to them, being too busily employed elsewhere, 
In 1724, they were transferred from the reigning house 
of Timour, to that of Nizam-ul-Mulk. who immediate- 
ly took active and real possession, collected the revenue 
and fixed a civil and military establishment, He was 
succeeded by his third son Salabut Jung, who being 
greatly indebted for his elevation to the intrigues and 
military assistance of the French East India Company,. 
rewarded their services, in 1752 by a grant of the 
district of Condavir or Guntoor, and soon after 
ceded the other Circars, 


The capture of Masulipatam. in 1759: by the 
British army under Colonel Forde, having deprived 
them of all real power, these territories reverted tothe 
Nizam, with the exception of the acknowledged depen- 
dencies of the town and fortress of Musulipatam, 
which were retained by the English East India 
Company. Deprived of the support of the French, 
Salabut Jung was soon superseded in his authority by 
his brother Nizam Ali. ln 17:5, Lord Clive obtained. 
from the Mogul a grant of four of the Circars, namely,. 
Cicacole, Rajamundry, Ellore, and Condapilly, which in 
the following year was confirmed by a treaty entered 
into with the Nizam. The remaining Circar of 
Guntoor was at that time, in the possession of Bazalet 
Jung the brother of the Nizam, by whom it was held 
in jnghire, It was contigently stipulated for in the 
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treaty with the Nizam subject to the life of Bazalet 
Jung, who died in 1782, but it did not come into the 
possession of the British until 1788. 


The local Government of the Northern Circars 
was continued under the management of the natives 
until 1769, when provincial chiefs and councils were 
appointed, and this mode of Government continued 
until 1794, During this period the power of the 
Zemindars was very great, and in 1777, it vas calcula- 
ted that the number of armed men maintained by 
them amounted to 41, 000. In 1794, a change in the 
internal Government of this province took place, 
which 1was followed by the punishment of the great 
Zemindar of Vizianagrum, and the restoration of such 
zemindars as has been unjustly deprived of their lands 
by tbat family. Small progress, however has as yet 
been made in the proper arrangement of these Circars 
compared with other districts similaxly situated, 
although a considerable improvement has taken place 
in the general] character and efficiency of the revenue 
department. The system of a permanent settlement 
of the territorial revenue was introduced and ecsta- 
blished in the Northen Circars during the years 1802 
and 1804, when the province was divided into ‘five 
regular jurisdictions and collectorates, viz. Ganjam, 
Vizagapatam, Rajamundry, Masulipatam, and Gun- 
toor, 
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The District of Ganjam. 


The district occupies the northernmost portion 
‘of the five Circars, and has a very extensive line of 
sea coast, To the north it borders on the district of 
Cuttack. which is subordinate to the Bengal presi- 
dency; to the south on that of Vizagapatam; to the 
east it has the Bay of Bengal and on the west a 
barbarous and unexplored tract of the Orissa province. 
The interior of this territory is hilly but not far from 
the shore there are large and fertile plains, the district 
being on the whole one of the most productive under 
the Madras Presidency. The climate is also more 
salubeious than some of the more southern Circars, 
the land winds being comparatively little felt, but it 
has notwithstanding occasionally, especially in 1815, 
experienced the ravages of a pestilential fever, which 
seemed to be visiting successively every portion of 
Hindostan, 


In the year 1817, the total gross collection of the 
public revenue was as follows :— 


Land revenue ooo +. 243,225 star pagodas 
Salt So +. 46,235 

Land customs କି ଡି 8,986 

Exclusive sale of spirits 

(Abkarry) 12,720 

Sundry small branches of 

revenue stamps _ 1,787 


Tobaco monopoly 


Total 319,956 
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The principal towns for the coasting tarde in. 
this district are Ganjam. Muansurcotta, Soonapoor, 
Barrah, Calingapatam, and Baupanapadoes, At 
which ports, between the Ist of May, 1811, and the 
30th of April, 1812 83 vessels and craft, measuring 
9470 tons arrived; and 206 measuring 25,802 tons 
departed. The exports consist of cotton, cloth, rice, 
sugar, rum, pulses of all kinds, gums and hill produce, 
wax, ghee, and salt to Bengal, 


This district escaped the Pindary invasion; which 
desojJated Guntoor in 1816, but in the succeeding year 
it had a visit from these depredators, who, although 
expelled in the short period of 11 days, committed 
ravages and left an impression of terror on the 
minds of the inhabitants, scarcely inferior to what 
had been experienced in Guntoor, Travelling dis- 
tance from Calcutta, 872 miles; from Madras, 650 


miles. (J. Grant, Hodgson Report on External Com- 
merce, etc,) 


GANJAM-—( Ganjam the depot )-—The capital of 
the preceding district, situated near the sea cost in the 
Bay of Bengal, Lat 90°21'N. long, 85° 10'E, The fort 
here is a small pentagon on plan ground, strengthened 
in the native syle, yet when properly garrisoned, 
capable of making a considerable resistance. Sugar 
and jagary are produced in the neighbourhood, but the 
country to the north of Ganjam is very low, and under 
water during the rains. About the middle of 1815. a 
very destructive fever broke out here, which raised 
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with such violence, that in 8 weeks 700 persons died of 
it, and provisions became very scarce in consequence of 
all the banyans having feld the place to save themselves, 
In December of that year, the fever continuing with 
undiminished violence, the town was nearly deserted 
and the distemper spread to the neighbouring villages, 
in consequence of which the Magistrate was authorised 
to remove the court of justice for a time to Cicacole, 
( Upton, Bayard, &c. ) 


MAHINDRAMALLEE—( The chain of Maha Indra) 
A chain of hills in the Ganjam district, which extend 
along the sea coasts from N, EB. toS, W. a few miles 
distant from the beach, 


CinmLkA LAKE— This lake separates the five 
Northern Circars towards the sea from the province of 
Cuttack. In length it may be estimated at 35 miles by 
8 the average breadth, is very shallow, and contains 
sevcralivhabited islands. This lake seems to have 
heen au opzration of the sea on a sandy shore, the ele- 
vation of which was but little above the level of the 
country within the beach, On the N, W, it is bounded 
by a ridge of mountains, a continuation of that which 
extends from the Mabhanuddy to the Godavery river, 
and encloses the Northern Circars towards the interior, 
The Chilka lake therefore forms a pass on cach side 
into the Province of Cuttack and presents an agreeable 
diversity of objects, mountains, islands and forests, 
From on board ship at a distance from the land it has 
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the appearance of a deep bay, the slip of land which 
‘separates it from the sea not being visible, This 
space for several miles along the southern and eastern 
shore, is about a mile broad, and an entire neck of sand. 
Near Munickpatam the branch of the Chbilka is about 
three fourths of a mile broad and difficult to cross 
when the wind blows strong. ( Rennell Upton, &c. ) 


VIZIANAGUR—A town in the Northern Circars, 16 
miles W. from Ganjam, Lat, 19°23' N. long. 84°50' E. 


CALLICOOTE—A town in the Northern Circars, 
21 miles N, from Ganjam, Lat 19°40’ N. long. 
85°11’ E. 


KIiMmEDY—( Cumads )—A town in the Northern 
Circars, 34 miles N, by E from Cicacole, Lat. 19°40’ N. 
long. 84°11‘ E. 


SOURERA—A town in Northern Circars, 35 miles 
W. from the Chilka lake, Lat, 19°49‘ N long. 
84°49’ E. 


GoomsurR—( Ghumsara). A town and large 
zemindary in the desrict of Ganjam, Lat. 19°58' N. 
84°58" E. 60 miles W, from Juggernauth, The 
country in this neighbourbood is remarkably impenetr- 
able, the forests consisting entirely of bamboos, which 
grow closer and resist the axe better than any other 
species of ligneous vegetation. In former times, the 
inhabitants relying on these, did not think it necessary 
to erect redoubts for the defence of the paths to their 
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strong holds, but obstructed them with frequent 
barriers of bamboos, wrought into a variety of 
entanglement, Besides its naturally pestilential 
atmosphere, the whole territory is one of the hottest 
in India, and is peculiarly subject to strokes of the 
sun, by which M. Bussy, in 1757, lost 7 Europeans in 
one day. In 1804, this estate stood rated in the revenue 
records as containing 506 villages, with an estimated 
population of 66,046 persons, and assessed to the land 
tax 21,428 pagodas; but the proprietor, although in 
regular subjection to the British authority, so long 
he paid his stipulated rent, had been but little 
interfered vith. When originally transferred to the 
East India Company several of the best informed public 
functionaries were of opinion that owing to the peculiar 
delicacy of extending the full authority of the course of 
law over zemindaries situated upon the frontiers, and 
among the high lands it would be more advisable to 
regard the proprietors rather as tributary chieftains, 
than as ordinary subjects amenable to the usual process 
of the court of justice. In the progression of time 
however, the population generally, and even many of 
the zemindars have been forward in bringing their 
matters of litigation before the regular courts, and 
have subsequently submitted to the decrees vithout 
murmur or resistance, The Goomsur chiefs bad all 
along remained nearly indepedent, and might have 
continued so had not the enermous atrocitv of their 
conduct compelled the interference of the British 
government, 
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In 1815, a charge of murder vas brought against 
tue zemindar Danoongjoy Bunje, by his own father, 
who for his own previous crimes had been deprived of 
the zemindary, and a reward proclaimed for his 
apprehension. An investigation in consequence took 
pluce, when it appeared from the evidence of the 
surviving females of his seraglio, that the zemindar 
Danoongjoy Bunje, in 1814 became impressed with an 
idea, that his wives and the female part of his family 
had conspired to deprive him of life, with the view of 
setting up his eldest son named Bulbudder Bunje as 
zemindar of the country. Under this alarm the 
zemindar confined a great many of his «vives, concu- 
bines, and slave girls, most of whom from the inhuman 
treatment they received during their imprisonment 
died on the spot, The survivors deposed before the 
Magistrate that they were all chained toa log of wood 
placed in the centre of two rooms, with holes large 
enough for two legs, that being thus seated in pairs 
opposite to each other, each having one leg in the hole 
of the log, they were secured by a wooden pin, but the 
remaining legs were placed on the top of the log, 
chained together in irons. Several of them declared 
( one only 13 years of age ) that they had «vitnessed 
the death of the person to whom they were chained, 
until the corpse became putrid and covered with worms 
and as the marks on their limbs proved that they 
had undergone at least some part of the cruelties they 
assrerted, the black and malignant nature of the zemin- 
dars disposition rendered the rest extremely probable, 
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Orders were in consequence issued to seize the 
person of the zemiadar, and dismantle the strong fort- 
ress of Kolaida, which fortress, although within 50 
miles Of Ganjam, the zemindar repeatedly asserted by 
Jetter; existed only in the imaginntion of the Mapgis- 
trate. When attacked however, in May, 1815, by a 
small detachment of the Madras army, under Colonel 
R. Fletcher, it was found to be of such extent and 
strength, that the troops during their stay were only 
able to destroy the stockades and houses, From 
thence the detachment proceeded in persuit of the 
zemindar to Jarang, where they did not succeed in 
effecting his capture, but had the good fortnne to 
effect the release of about 100 men who were found 
in irons, besides women and children, and some were 
reported to have been put to death on the approach 
of the military, 


Anxious to establish or confute the assertions of 
the female witnesses, the Magistrate determined to 
visit tbe gloomy fortress of Kolaida, to examine a 
well in which it was said the bodies of those who had 
died in confinement had been thrown, and to collect 
further informaticn on the spot, The well being 
pointed out by two female slaves, who according to 
their own account had been employed in putting the 
dead bodies there, after six bours digging finger bones, 
ribs, and other parts of the human frame began to 
make their appearance, intermixed with earth, and 
after a further lapse of time a great pumber of sculls 
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and bones were met with. In excavating to the depth 
of 24 feet eighteen entire sculls were thrown out, 
and an immense pile of bones collected, from the 
condition of which there was reason to believe the 
bodies they appertained to must have lain a long 
time in the well, as all the flesh and hair were gone, 
and nothing remained perfect but the bones and teeth, 
the whole corroborating the depositions as to the fact 
of the bodies having been thrown into a well, It 
appeared also that the zemindar, apprehending a 
research of this nature had ordered two of his depen- 
dants to dig the wells and remove the bodies which 
had actually been done (as they confessed) with an- 
other well. Three human sculls with a quantity of 
bones were also found in the fortress of Kolaida by 
the officers of the detachment, close to five stakes 
wedged into the ground, which had every appear- 
ance of a place appropriated to confinement and 
torture, In fact the hill zemindars of the Circars had 
long heen accustomed to exercise dlespotically the 
power of life and death, and also to levy contribu- 
tions through the meauns of a desperate banditti, the 
present therefore seemed an excellent opportunity to 
make an example of a most atrocious petty tyrant, 
but we have no further information on the subject, ex- 
cept that he had voluntarily surrendered himself to 
the Collector and was under confinement at Ganjam 
4Travers, Woodcock, Orme, etc, etc.) 
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THE PROVINCE OF GUNDWANA. 


ODEYArooR (Udayatura)— A small district in the 
province of Gundwana, bounded on the north by 
Sirgoojah. The town of Odeypoor is situated in lat. 
22° 31°‘ N. long. 88° 21‘ E. 61 miles E, by N, from 
Ruttunpoor. The Raja of Odeypoor has long been a 
feudatory to the Nagpoor sovereign, who, in 1802, 
was so incensed against him, that he detached 1000 
infantry under a chief named Ballarouww, to lny waste 
his country vith fire and sword; his territory is now 


within the line of British protection,—(S- Jones, etc. 
etc,) 


Koorba (Curava)—The chief of this small tract 
had also the Ruiuyja of Nogpoor for his superior, but 
respecting the interior condition of his quarter of the 
Gundwana province very little is known. The town of 
Koorba stands on the cast side of the Hastoo river, 32 
miles east from Ruttunpoor, Lat, 22° 23' N, long. 
82° 56' E. 


Jusriroor—This Zemindary is bounded on the 
east by the division of Chuta Nagpoor; and on the 
north by the Sirgoojah country; but little is known of 
its interior, except, that like the adjacent portions of 
the Bahar province, it has a hilly surface aud a barren 
soil, little cultivated,and much overgrown with jungle. 
The town of Jushpoor is situated in laut, 22° 11’ N. 
long, 83° 51' E. 74 miles N, by E. from Sumbhulpoor. 
Both town and district are-dependent on Sirgoojah. 
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GANGPOOR, — A small district in the province of 
Gundwana, bounded on the north by the zemindary 
of Chuta Nagpoor, and comprehended uvithin the line 
of territory protected by the British government, 
The town of Gangpoor stands in lat, 21° 54' N. 
long 84° 80*' E. 78 miles N. B. from Sumbhulpoor. 


SUMBHULPOOR (Sambhatpura) —This district takes 
it name from the capital, but the Raja is styled Raja 
Autaraghur, or the Raja of 18 forts, To the north it 
is bounded by Choteesghur and Gangpoor; on the south 
by various petty states in the province of Orissa, 
dependent on the British Government; to the east it 
has Orissa ;and on the west Choteesghur or Ruttunpoor. 
The climate of Sumbhulpoor is very unwholesome, 
owing to the quantity of jungle, and the vicissitudes 
of heat and cold. The soil in tne vallies is said to 
he a rich loam, in which grain or pulse will thrive 
well, and the mountains have the reputation of contain- 
ing diamonds. The natives iavash the sand of the rills 
that descend from them, and procure considerable 
quantities of gold, The diamonds are found about 
13 miles beyond the town of Sumbhulpoor, near the 
junction of the river Hebe with the Mahanuddy, at 
which spot, after the rains, the natives search in the 
river for red earth washed down from the moun- 
tains, in which earth the diamonds arc discovered. 
The matrix containing the diamonds is a clay, which 


appears burned red. nearly to the degrce that bricks 
usually are, 
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The territory of Sambhulgoor was anciently 
comprehended in the Hiundoo division of Gundwana, 
and composed part of the state of Gurrahb; but during. 
the reign of Aurengzebe it was formally annexed to: 
the Soubah of Allahabad, although its subjugation to. 
the Moghul government was little more than nominal, 
It afterwards, along with the rest of the province, 
fell under the sway of the Nagpoor Maharrattas, and 
during the u1var of 1808, was captured by the British 
Government, as also the adjacent district of Patna, 
certain treaties being entered into with the feuda- 
tories, who held them under the Raja of Nagpoor, In 
August 1806, adverting to the friendly relations than 
subsisting with the Nagpoor state, the British Governe 
ment agreed to restore the territories of Sumbhulpoor: 
and Patna, consisting of the following Pergunnahbs, viz, 
Sumbhulpoor. Sohnpoor, Saurungur, Burgur, Saktee 
Serakole. Benria, Bounee, Kartickpoor, Patna, Khas 
Patna. Nawagur. Gharilano, Tanagur and Boora 
Sumbah. To these cessions, however, the zemindars of 
Sumblhulpoor and Patna opposed so effectual a resistance 
that in 1807, the Nagpoor state was obliged to solicit 
the assistance of the British Government, being unable 
itself to raise funds sufficient to equip an adequate 
force. Mr, Elpbinstone, who then resided as ambasSa- 
dor at Nagpoor, was in consequence directed to inter- 
pose with the zemindars, many of whom refused to be 
thus transferred, and as the British Government was 
bound by treaty either to support them in their 
independence, or to find them compensations within its 
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own territories, it was compelled to adopt the latter: 
alternative, Onechief, Raja Jounsar Singh of Ryeghur, 
uniformly refused either to submit to the Nagpoor 
State, although enclosed by its territories, or to accept 
an indemnity in the British provinces, He was in. 
consequence excepted from the transfer, and continued 
under the protection of the British, to their great incon- 
venience, as the local situation of his lands gave rise 
to incessant disputes between him and the officers of 
the Nagpoor Government, 


After trying open force uwithout success, the 
Marahattas in 1808 obtained possession of Sumbbul- 
poor by an act of the most deliberate treachery, In 
etfectuating this, they first entered into a solemn enga- 
gement, confirmed by oaths and religious ceremonies, 
by the conditions of which the Ranny, or Queen, on 
paying up arrears and settling the future amount of 
the revenue, was to be left in independent possession. 
Having thus lulled her suspicions they took advantage 
of her confidence, suddenly attacked her troops, and 
took the fortress by surprise. The Ranny being thus 
perfidiously assailed escaped with great difficulty, and 
arrived in much distress on the British frontier, where 
she solicited and received protection from the govern- 
ment, and to support her dignity had a pension of 600- 
rupees per month assigned. In 1818 the sovereignty of 
Sumbhulpoor was transferfed to the British govern- 
ment; but the arrangements for its settlement are still 
only in progress, the plan contemplated being the same 
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as that detailed under the article SIRGOOJAH, Within 
the limits of this territory, about 37 miles N, W. from 
the town of Sumbhulpoor, is the tomb of Mr, Elliot, 
whose untimely death is lamented in Mr. Hastings 
celcbrated ode.—(Ist Register J, Grant Leckie. Public 
M S. Documents, Roughsedge, etc. etc, etc.). 


SUMBHULPOOR.—The capital of the preceding sub- 
division of the Gundwana province, is situated on the 
east-side of the Mahanuddy river, 167 miles W, N. W, 
from Cuttack, Lat 21° 8' long. 83° 87' E. 


NARRAH,— A town in the province of Gundivana: 
70 miles W, by S. from Sumbhbulpoor. Lat, 20° 53' N, 
lon: 82° 83’ E. 


PATNA, — A town and large zemindary in the 
province of Gundwana, contiguous to the district of 
Sambhulpoor. Along with the adjacent territories it 
was transferred to the British government in 1818 and. 
in 1819 was much disturbed by the refractory conduct 
of Achil Singh of Boorasumber, a powerful and savage 
zemindar, in a state of rebellion against the British 
government. 


SOHNPOOR.—This _ town stands on the west side 
of the Mahanuddy river, but a great proportion of the 
lands attached to it lie to the east of that river in the 
province of Orissa, Lat. 50° 22' N. long. 83° 42' E. 
155 miles west from Cuttack. By the arrangements of 
18083, the Sohnpoor chief, on the condition of his faith. 
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fully performing the duty of tributary to the British 
government, had his estates guaranteed to him, and was 
declared exempted from the payment of any tribute 
to the Mahbarattas. 


'CHOTEESGHUR (or Ruttunpoor).—A large district in 
‘the province of Gundwana, of which it comprehends thé 
central and most fertile portion. By the Mahommedans 
it was frequently denominated Jeharcund, but the name 
properly applies to the whole province rather than any 
particular subdivision, Choteesgurh (36 forts), for- 
merly inits most extensive sense wvas said to compre- 
hend 20,000 square miles, partly composed of a moun- 
tainous tract, or unprofitable jungles,which last circums- 
tance acquired to the country the name of Jebarcund, 
To the south of Ruttunpoor,this district is a champaign 
country, abundantly watered with little rivers, full of 
villages: and ornamented with groves and tanks, In 
the vicinity of Ryepoor considerable quantitics of wheat 
and vegetables are produced, Rice is not abundant, 
it being only cultivated behind large reservoirs of 
water, in situations where the declivity of the land is 
suitable, 


Large quantities of grain are exported from 
‘Choteesghur, all over the Nizam’s dominions, and even 
to the Northern Circars; from the latter salt is im- 
ported, and retailed at un extravagant price, The 
villages are numerous, but poor; and the country 
abounds in cattle and brood mares of the tattoo 
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‘species. On the whole, this territory is but thinly 
inhabited. Foreign merchants bring a few horses, 
elephants, camels, and shawls for sale; but the princi- 
pal part of the commerce is carried on by the Brinjar- 
ries, or itinerant grain dealers. In 1794, it was said, 
that in plentiful seasons they could employ 100,000 
.bullocks in exportation, and it is comparatively one 
of the most productive portions of the Nagpoor domi- 
nions, The Hatsoo and Carron are the largest rivers; 
the principal towns are Ruttunpoor and Ryepoor. 
The boundaries to the north begin at the village of 
Noaparah, whbich consists of only a few miserable 
huts. Choteesghur was anciently comprehended in the 
Hindoo province of Gundwana, and composed part of 
the state of Gurrah; but during the reign of Aureng- 
zebe it was formally annexed to the Subah of Allaha- 
bad, although but nominally subjected to the Mogul 
empire. In 1752, it was conquered by the first Rugo- 
jee Bhoonsla, and bas ever since continued in the 
possession of the Maharatta Rajas of Nugpoor— 
(/- Grant, /. B. Blunt. etc. ) 


* * 


BustARr (or Wasatairee) — A town and district 
in the province of Gundwana, 170 miles from Ganjam. 
Lat. 19° 31’ N, long 82° 28’ E. In 1812, Ram Chunder 
Wag was dispatched on the part of tbe Nagpoor govern- 
ment to levy 81, 000 rupees in the division of Bustar, 
to defray the expense of supporting his troops,of which 
sum 25. 000 rupees were to be demanded from Muhee 
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Pal Deo, the Zemindar of Bustar. A portiou of the 
above sum he was compelled to make good, and for 
the security of the remainder he deposited a bracelet of 
jewels, which the Nagpoor ministers on examination 
declared to be composed of false stones, The zemindar 
on the other hand asserted, that the bracelet had been 
received without objection, and that if the stones were 
false they must have been substituted after the orna- 
ment went out of his custody. In these disputes the 
zemindar of Jyapoor, a British feudatoryin Orissa, was 
also implicated as be had become security for the Bustar 
chief, while his own estate, although for political reason 
assessed remarkably low,was attached for arrears of re- 


venue, 
Prior to this affair disputes had subsisted between 
these two zemindars, respecting a tract of land, claimed 
on the one hand by the Jyapoor. propriter, and on the 
other by the chief of Bustar, which had led to mutual 
depredations. The Jyapoor zemindar accused his an- 
tagonist of having seized on the extensive estates of 
Ryagudda, Ameracotta. and Peddagudda, which had 
been for a length of time in his family; but the loss in a 
pecunia1ry point of view appears to have been very in- 
significant when compared with their geographical 
dimensions, as their whole revenue was only 150 rupees 
per annum, and their possession very undesirable to 
any government, On this occasion much inconvenience was 
experienced in consequence of the zamindar of Jyapoore 
a British feudatory. also holding lands under the. 
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Nagpoor state, as, depending on the protection of his 
European superior, he was much disposed to act con- 
tumaciously towards the other. which had not at 
command the same efficacious means of coercion, The 
Bustar country has in recent times been more than 
once held by the Poospati fumily, and had again 
reverted to the Nagpoor state. The country of 
Bustar is known to be very difficult of access and 
extremely unhealthy, The Gond portion of tke in- 
habitants are probably among the wildest of the 
aborigines of Hindostan, and are described, both men 
and women, as going about in a state of complete 
nakedness, — (Public M S. Documents, J. B- Blunt, PF. 
W. Robertson. ctc. etc.) 
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